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Hello again from The Voice of Travel!
Turkey is showing a well-deserved increase in its
tourism activities as it attracts the attention of many
travelers from all over the world for its historical and
cultural wealth as well as its natural beauties. In 2018,
the UN World Tourism Organisation announced that
Turkey has climbed to 6th place in the list of most
popular tourism destinations. Proudly, we expect
this graphic to go even further up. One of the highly
regarded industries of our country, tourism is in the
blossom four seasons a year, offering a great many
options to choose from.

Firuz B. Bağlıkaya
The President of TÜRSAB

The best
destination
to live:

TURKEY

Turkey adopts hospitality as its priority and takes
precedence in the world tourism with its well-trained
young and dynamic tourism employees, quality service
and high-quality touristic facilities that are acclaimed
by the guests from all over the world. Although our
country is well-known for its crystal clear turquoise
seas, golden beaches and bays where color green
mingles with blue, we have more to offer to our guests.
Turkey has a richly diversified regional cuisine with a
great potential for gastronomy tourism. It is also on
the rise with medical tourism with its internationally
accredited hospitals and health facilities.
Many factors make Turkey a special destination. It is a
unique place that offers products from mass tourism to
cultural tourism, from medical tourism to MICE tourism,
to culinary tourism and sports tourism. Its history
and culture are some of its most important assets.
Göbeklitepe, which dates back to 12 thousand years,
was obviously built 7500 years before the Egyptian
pyramids. It is the oldest place of worship in the history
of man. Çatalhöyük is another place that reflects the
remnants of first human settlements. The Silk Road has
also passed through our country. Turkey was a cradle
to thirteen civilizations. Remarkable values that cherish
our lives and which left their mark in human history
have spread to the world from Anatolia.
Istanbul is one of the most well-known brand cities in
our country. It has been the capital of three empires;
today, it is a modern world city that combines the
traditional with the new. Istanbul is the third city that
hosts the most visitors in Europe.
Turkey is a destination one would want to see more
than once with its a great many beautiful geographical
features.
We hope you have a pleasant experience in our country
and see all the valuable destinations of which only
some of them are told in this issue of The Voice of
Travel. Welcome to our country!
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FROM THE MEDITERRANEAN SUN
TOWARDS THE AEGEAN WIND
The Mediterranean and Aegean coastlines have the most popular
holiday resorts in Turkey, attracting the highest number of tourists.
A single visit is enough to become addicted to the Mediterranean and
Aegean shores; a delightful climate all year round, natural beauties,
lively nightlife, rich history and well-developed accommodation options
stand out like unique drops of pearl.
You can find fine examples of the Mediterranean and Aegean coastline
tours in this article that are always in high demand and a top agenda
item with innovations - that you can explore and experience with
special tour programs offered by the experienced travel agencies of
TÜRSAB...
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UNDER THE
MEDITERRANEAN SUN
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ANTALYA
Antalya is the apple of the eye of Turkey with
its districts adorned with spectacular beauties,
blue flag beaches,
5-star hotels, museums, natural beauties and
rich tourism alternatives. Preferred mostly for
sea, sun and sand, Antalya, in fact, hosts many
beauties beyond all these known by even those
who have visited it for a single time.
It has many alternatives from a skiing center
which you can visit with a one-hour drive after
swimming and sunbathing, dancing all night
long after an excellent concert in a historical
place of thousands of years, water skiing after
returning from archaeological sites. Antalya
is a classical Mediterranean region that offers
something for all from different cultures and
yet maintains its own identity.
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ALANYA
It is a touristic district well-known for its unique
geographical features. It has always been popular with its
history dating back to the 20th century B.C. and wellpreserved nature. Alanya is one of the holiday resorts
preferred both for its 5-star hotels offering a wide variety
of services and activities. You can sunbathe while sipping
from your drink in the blue flag beach of your hotel or go
on a boat tour to explore its bays, caves and historical finds
or view the city from its castle or just anything you want.
You can always find something fun in Alanya.
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SİDE
Side, one of the popular holiday regions of the
Mediterranean region, offers many hotels with different
accommodation alternatives. In addition to large hotels
offering all-inclusive holiday services, Side is also popular
thanks to rich outdoor sports alternatives and a nightlife
appealing to tourists from all cultural backgrounds. Do not
leave Side without seeing the famous Manavgat Waterfall,
Köprülü Canyon National Park, going on a Jeep safari and
canoeing or rafting in the Manavgat River.
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BELEK
Belek is one of the most popular
districts of Antalya. It is one of
the first choices of the tourists
visiting Turkey due to its wellpreserved nature and habitat
with local riches, luxury hotels,
unlimited shopping options, rich
nightlife and its special place in
golf tourism.
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KEMER
Kemer is one of the globally-known and
preferred touristic destinations in Turkey. Its
magnificent nature and sea, attractive bays, pine
forests, natural reserve areas, archaeological
treasures, luxury holiday resorts and hotels,
restaurants famous for their delicious dishes,
entertaining nightlife and shopping options…
Kemer offers all these and more.

2019 | THE VOICE OF TRAVEL 13

OLYMPOS
Olympos has a unique identity and continues
to be the privileged center of bohemian
holidays. Extending through a valley covered
by green pine trees on both sides, Olympos
is still a point of attraction with its wooden
houses and bungalows, ruins of an ancient city
and its long shore with a crystal clear sea and
Caretta Caretta turtles.
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KAŞ
Located on the furthest northern side of Antalya, Kaş with its
distinct geographical features is well-known for creating its own
fans. This lovely coastal town, established on the foothills of
steep mounts, offers alternatives for many outdoor activities. It
almost makes an addiction with its typical Mediterranean town
atmosphere with its narrow streets filled with white houses, its
attractive bazaar street, designer shops and cafes; it creates a
desire to make you return every year to experience its unique
beauties; such as Kaputaş beach that can be reached only after
taking its 187 step-staircase.
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KALKAN
Kalkan is referred to as ‘the closest place to stars
on earth’ by the famous historian Herodotus. It is
a unique wonder of nature between Antalya and
Fethiye surrounded by forests and sea. This town,
with its high population of foreign residents due to
its unique location, offers various accommodation
alternatives for the tourists.
12 km long Patara Beach, one of the most beautiful
beaches in the world, steals away the hearts of
those visiting it for the first time. Swimming in the
Blue Cave may be an unforgettable experience to
remember.
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CRUISING WITH
THE AEGEAN
WIND BEHIND...
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KUŞADASI
Kuşadası has a rightfully earned fame of being
one of the first tourism centers of Turkey. It is
a busy destination both for cruise tourism and
yacht tourism for it is a very important port on
the Aegean coast. Kuşadası is always popular
with its hotels by the sea, colorful nightlife and
shopping options. Kuşadası’s fame is not limited
only to hotels, shopping and entertainment; it
is also a well-known destination for its historical
and cultural riches. While exploring the touristic
treasures of Kuşadası, we recommend you first
see the cave where Zeus took refuge when
Poseidon stirred the seas with rage. Rumor has
it that, if you are lucky, you can see the reflection
of Zeus while swimming.
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MARMARİS
Marmaris continues to be one of the most popular
holiday resorts of Turkey with its magnificent sea,
natural beauties, pine forests, natural parks, bays,
beaches, luxury holiday resorts and hotels. If you
want to experience a paradise on earth promising
luxury, history, entertainment and peace together
with its restaurants adding joy to your holidays,
nightlife and shopping opportunities and with its
ancient cities, its bays for which myths have been
told and unique towns, we recommend you see
Marmaris.
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ÇEŞME
Çeşme has been a settlement since the ancient times and is
the farthest point of Anatolia looking over the Aegean Sea... It
is a classical Aegean town that will ease you as you stroll along
its streets filled with the Aegean wind smelling mastic, that
will adorn you with its delicious tastes, that will make you feel
healthier with its healing hot springs and wake you up early
with full energy in the morning even if you have stopped by
several pubs or night clubs throughout the night...
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BODRUM:
ONE OF THE MOST ATTRACTIVE
DESTINATIONS OF THE WORLD
Bodrum district of Muğla, one of the leading tourism
centres of Turkey has been ranked as the 5th among
the ‘World’s Trending Top 10 Tourism Destinations’ by
TripAdvisor, the famous U.S. tourism and travel website.
Bodrum Castle, white Bodrum houses and the photos from
the district have affected the result determined with the
votes of 200 million readers.
The top reason why Bodrum is a centre of attraction for
local and foreign tourists is its entertainment life and the
blue voyage. However, in recent years, Bodrum has become
the centre of luxurious hotel chains and famous restaurants
and beaches where ambitious chefs are employed. The
luxury perspective of the new era united with the unique
geography of Bodrum is enriched with art which creates
many new reasons to visit Bodrum nowadays.
Let’s see some of them here.

Selin Bozkurt
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The Bodrum Edition Hotel hosts Chef Diego Munoz from
Astrid & Gastón selected as the 14th best restaurant in
the world with its restaurant Brava. Listed among the
four nomadic chefs to be followed by the NY Times, the
Peruvian chef’s Latin restaurant is interesting for the
gastronomy lovers... Michelin-starred chef James Lowe
known for his restaurant Lyle’s in Shoreditch, London has
accompanied Munoz at Brava this summer.
Inspired by the Spice Bazaar and the spices sold there, The
Bodrum EDITION‘s new day restaurant Morena attracts
attention with freedom, entertainment and excitement for
life. The restaurant offers a Mediterranean menu from local
tastes for easy digestion under the summer sun. During
weekends, you can taste surprise meals like Rodizio from
the Brazilian cuisine and Paella from Spanish cuisine.

Famous beach clubs of New York, St Tropez, Mykonos, the
best night clubs of the world, international award-winning
chefs are all in Bodrum
Buddha-Bar considered as a world reference in the fields
of gastronomy, accommodation, healthy living, music and
mixology has extended its fame beyond the neo-Asian
borders and opened Buddha-Bar Beach Bodrum with the
morning to night open-air lifestyle concept at Caresse
Bodrum. The long-awaited venue is used as a beach club
in the morning and becomes a night club at nights, offering
a pleasant transition from morning to night. Special menus
prepared by global chefs are accompanied by the signature
cocktails and playlists of Buddha Bar.

Mandarin Oriental Bodrum offers gastronomy
experiences at nine venues offering different
alternatives. All these taste venues are managed
by Dario Abbate from Palermo, an expert in
Mediterranean cuisine.
Assaggio, one of the restaurants in the hotel, provides
a unique Italian cuisine experience in Turkey to both
the hotel guests and external guests, accompanied
by Aegean Sea scenery. Holding the 2018 Haute
Grandeur Award in the Best Mediterranean and Italian
Cousin of Turkey category, Italian chef Fabio De Paolis
of Assaggio claims to seduce the guests with his
experience and unique recipes.
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Kai Beach offers the unique beach
entertainment culture of Mykonos in
addition to the spectacular beauties
of Bodrum, with its new concept
and entertainment approach. The
beach combines the happy hour DJ
performances in the morning and
the live music performances in the
evenings with a healthy and delicious
menu of local and international meals
throughout the summer.
Serafina, a New York brand, is among
the most popular beach clubs of
Bodrum with Serafina Mare. The
venue serves as a beach from 10:00
to 19:00 and hosts world-famous
DJs. Turning into a restaurant in the
evening hours, Serafina Mare offers
unique tastes from Italian cuisine to
its visitors.
Amada Bravo, one of the favourite
restaurants of Istanbul, in Reşitpaşa
district, is now available inside Boho
Otel in Yalıkavak. The restaurant
opened its doors for its guests on
June 1, 2019, and has created a
Bodrum menu with small touches to
the well-known dishes changing from
season to season.

Another restaurant transferring from
Istanbul to Bodrum is the popular
Italian restaurant La Scarpetta. You can
taste special meals from Italian cuisine
at this restaurant with spectacular
scenery in Turgutreis.
Opening new venues in the world after
becoming famous in St Tropez and
creating the first luxurious beach club
concept of the world by uniting the
concepts of music, food, entertainment,
fashion, film and art, Nikki Beach is
one of the most popular venues of
Bodrum...
Making yourself feel at a villa in
Mexico, the hotel and restaurant Casa
Hermenas is a must-try for those fond
of the Mexican cuisine... You will not
forget the glory of date trees.
The signature of Root opened at
Tilkicik Bay of Yalıkavak is music and
art. The venue is supported by creative
director Sedef Gali and music director
DJ Aytek Dorken, well-known from
Bonjuk Bay. Another surprise name in
the staff of Root is the famous sound
healer Pascale Cristo. Hosting famous
DJs, the beach draws attention with its
bohemian ethnic style.
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Istanbul

A CITY THAT DOESN’T SLEEP:

TASTES, LOCATIONS,
ALTERNATIVES BY DISTRICT

Istanbul is something well beyond a city, where you
can experience four seasons to one’s heart’s content,
you can witness the history and find whatever you
are looking for while being amazed by its unique and
natural beauties.
One of the largest metropolitans of the world with
its population of around 15 million, Istanbul owes its
uniqueness to many things but one of them stands out:
its dynamism embedded in its genes for it has always
been a commercial center throughout the history.
Istanbul does not sleep... Istanbul does not rest, does
not get tired and promises to transmit its neverending energy. This guide including the newest-most
unique examples by the district will provide you with
a different face of the nightlife in Istanbul preferred
by its residents together with its well-known touristic
centers.
Burak Çeliksoy
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STREETS FILLED WITH LIFE AND
TASTES AFFILIATED WITH DISTRICTS
Thanks to its cosmopolitan structure, each district of
Istanbul has unique features as if they are separate cities.
Many regions change qualities fast while some manage
to preserve their historical values to which they owe their
roots.
For instance, there is a famous drink shop in Istanbul
which has given its name to the district it is located in:
Vefa Bozacısı (Boza Shop)... When you visit Istanbul, your
tour guide would most probably take you to this nostalgic
place for you to taste this drink. While being amazed at
how this exotic taste is created by millet semolina, water
and sugar, seeing the well-preserved atmosphere of the
shop will make you better understand this city.
You would then most probably visit Eminönü. After eating
fish served in a half loaf of bread at the Ottoman boats
by the shore, go and taste the famous Turkish delights at
the Ali Muhiddin Hacı Bekir. Then you can stroll along
the streets of Eminönü. If you follow the smell of coffee
that pulls you like a magnet at the exit of the Spice Bazaar,
you will meet another Turkish classic at the entrance of a
narrow street. Do not be afraid of the long queue, it will
be worth waiting for. The Turkish Coffee you buy from
Kurukahveci Mehmet Efendi Mahdumları will bring you
closer to the spirit of this geography...
When you go on a boat tour of Bosphorus, the waves will
take you to a unique taste once again affiliated with the
district it is sold in. Kanlıca is one of the cleanest, calmest
and most beautiful districts of Istanbul on the Asian side
and is well-known for its famous “Kanlıca Yoghurt”. This
yoghurt is famous for the ingredients used to make it and
it is something that you must taste in Istanbul.
When you return back to the other side of Istanbul just
opposite Kanlıca, you should visit Ortaköy, a Bosphorus
district on the European side, to get a thorough feeling
of Istanbul. You can do a few things in Ortaköy: Take
photos by the sea, eat “kumpir”, a snack made of baked
potatoes mashed with butter and filled in with your choice
from many alternatives and then drink a glass of strong
tea by the sea.
Then at night, if you want to explore the nights of this
never-sleeping city, you can go on an adventure with
different tastes and different entertainment options in
almost every district...
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NEW

IN ISTANBUL

Oligark
‘Oligark’ has five different restaurants
and two bars with a capacity of 3000
people over an area of 5000 square
meters by the shore of Kuruçeşme. You
can choose the restaurant you like and
spend a pleasant time by the sea with the
quality and friendly service approach of
‘Oligark’. It is a flamboyant and impressive
space promising to offer an unforgettable
experience to its guests with quality music
and surprise events and its extensive and
selective cuisine.

THE COOLEST
OF THE ASIAN SIDE

Bina

You can find quality places on both sides
of Istanbul. ‘Bina’ with a garden in its yard
and three floors of different concepts is
only one of them. The merriness of the
people dancing on the ground floor fills
the streets at night. Filled with a highly
satisfied group of people making the best
of Kadıköy culture, ‘Bina’ is vivid for seven
days a week and is a good promise with
its drink menu.

26 THE VOICE OF TRAVEL | 2019

NEW CENTER OF
ATTRACTION ON THE
BOSPHORUS

Alexandra
Cocktail Bar
‘Alexandra Cocktail Bar’ is located at an attractive
four-floor building in Arnavutköy. Its atmosphere
impresses the customers with aesthetical tastes
and its walls with flamingo patterns, colorful chairs
and dim lights. You can spend a great time at its
terrace looking over Bosphorus on the high bar
stools. You should try the impressive cocktails at
the venue where you can listen to deep house
music.

ALWAYS PERA

Duble Meze Bar

TOPAĞACI

THE RISING TREND OF
ISTANBUL: TOPAĞACI

‘Duble Meze Bar’, located at the terrace of Palazzo
Donizetti Hotel with great scenery in historical Pera,
promises an unforgettable taste experience with its
unique, peaceful and lovely atmosphere in the city
center. The venue is a remarkable spot with its meze
dishes from the Middle Eastern, Anatolian and Balkan
cuisine and its meze bar of ten-meter long. ‘Duble’,
with its atmosphere making you feel the full energy
of Pera, the secret beauty of the semi-peninsula
and offering peace reflects the city lifestyle created
around an elegant wooden ambiance. Watching
Istanbul residents dancing with the most popular
songs of Turkish pop history extending from the 70s
to 90s and being a part of this fun will leave you with
unforgettable memories.

The venue with a cozy atmosphere
welcomes you with a bar and seats as you
enter further into it. The venue impresses
its guests with attractive cocktails while
playing mostly funk and soul music.
Appealing to the guests of any age, ‘Efendi’
is a nice alternative where you can relax in
the evening.
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FIRST DAY

GASTRONOMY EXPERIENCE:

Getting to
Know a
Regional
Geography...
Program: Alakart Turizm, Ömer Kartın
How do you get to know a country properly?
Through its museums? Its hotels, gigantic
shopping malls or its streets? Yes, probably
all of those and more... However, trying to
get to know a country is just like trying to
get to know a person: You need to spend
time together, take journeys, have common
experiences and feelings through your senses.
Experiencing a new destination should leave
us with a certain feeling of authentic smells,
sounds, architecture, nature and flavors; a
main idea, a sentiment... that would follow us
throughout our life. That wine... that dinner...
that music... it is engraved in our memory
and suddenly takes us back to the same
spot years later when least expected: This is
exactly what an experience is.
A full-service expert travel agency would
have you experience such moments of food
tasting at any given destination. When we,
TÜRSAB have asked one of our experienced
travel agency members to prepare a sample
gastronomical tour of Istanbul, they have
offered limitless options. So we have chosen a
two-day gourmet tour of Istanbul’s delicious
foods for you.
Do not forget to call your TÜRSAB agent for
much more...
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EXPLORING ISTANBUL’S
SHORES WITH ITS TASTES
AND FLAVORS
TURKISH BREAKFAST AT THE HOTEL

Here we go! The legendary
Turkish breakfast...

DRIVE TO THE BEBEK PIER. ENJOY SOME FREE
TIME AT THE BEBEK DISTRICT AND A CRUISE ON
THE BOSPHORUS
it is difficult to choose among the ‘coolest’
cafés and restaurants; after wandering around
a little we take a break for some ice cream,
breathing the Bosphorus’ matchless air.

YOGHURT STOP AND
SNACKS AT THE
KANLICA PIER
From Bebek we cross the
Bosphorus on a motorboat, the
air is delicious on the Bosphorus;
after a short ride, we get to a
historic district of the Asian side
of Istanbul. The reason we are
in Kanlıca is its famous Kanlıca
yoghurt after which the district
was named.

flavor
An unforgettable creamyping.
with powdered sugar top

DRIVE TO KADIKOY MARKET AND
TOUR AROUND THE MARKET

Have you ever wondered
where the actual
inhabitants of Istanbul do
their grocery shopping?
The Kadıköy Market
is indispensable for
gastronomy enthusiasts.
Here, you can find all kinds
of flavors you are looking
for; when you are tired, you
can rest at a wine house, a
beerhouse or a café.

Do not forget to taste some
kokoreç while you are at the
Kadıköy Market.

SECOND DAY
Panoramic visit of the old town, including:
Hagia Sophia and the Blue Mosque Istanbul’s
two symbols: Hagia Sophia and the Blue
Mosque have been guarding the city for
centuries with their enchanting atmosphere.

SECOND DAY
KEBAB AT HAMDİ
RESTAURANT
SUPPER AT SAMATYA
DEVELİ RESTAURANT

For supper, we are crossing
the Bosphorus to arrive at one
of Istanbul’s oldest and most
authentic districts: Samatya.
One of the rare places where the
old houses with bay windows
and sea view still stand, this
neighborhood has a legend:
Develi Restaurant. The kebab they
have prepared for us makes us say
‘how fortunate that we are here
now’...

For lunch, we are at another classic of
Istanbul; Hamdi Restaurant in Eminönü.
We are right in the middle of the lively
atmosphere of the Eminönü, the ships
sailing off on the Bosphorus and Istanbul’s
seagulls, of course...

SECOND DAY

TRACING THE MARKS OF
TRADITION IN THE IMPERIAL CITY
Today, we will visit the
famous Spice Bazaar.
While getting caught in
the spell of this historic
gastronomy center,
which is made of colors,
smells and sounds, we
learn the secrets of the
spices, dried fruits and
coffee from our guide.

A VISIT TO “MISIR ÇARŞISI”
(THE SPICE BAZAAR)

the flavors
In the meanwhile, we taste
genial
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we
t
tha
p
sho
ch
ea
shopkeepers at

SUPPER AT TERSANE
RESTAURANT IN KARAKOY

SECOND DAY
We are having our supper at Tersane
Restaurant, located in Karaköy, one of
Istanbul’s most trendy districts.
Tersane Restaurant is famous for its
interpretation of traditional flavors.
Brought in small plates, everything is
very tasty. The view is amazing here, too,
and, although unbelievable, we still have
room to eat...
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ORHAN PAMUK ON ISTANBUL, CHANGE AND THE
STORY OF MUSEUM OF INNOCENCE

Discovering Humanity

In Istanbul

Orhan Pamuk tells his account of Istanbul’s geography, its change through
the years, its different colors, its crowds, and its social and cultural life in his novels:
I learned about the humanity in Istanbul…
Interview: Cemal Kızıltan
In this issue, Voice of Travel listens to the well-known names of the business world and
those leading the cultural and art world about the ever-changing and developing Istanbul
to take the city even further from the tourism point of view.
When talking about Istanbul, it will be impossible not to listen to what Orhan Pamuk has
to say since he tells the social, economic, political and cultural change and transformation
of Istanbul in his novels.
Focusing on the evolution of Istanbul throughout generations in his novels, reflecting every
situation, form and detail of Istanbul in his novels with memories or stories, Orhan Pamuk,
winner of 2006 Nobel Prize for Literature opened a museum in Istanbul some time ago.
The Museum of Innocence named after the novel with the same name continues to attract
the interest of both local and foreign tourists since day one.
Telling that his skills as an author and as a novelist developed together with Istanbul,
Orhan Pamuk underlines that he has not set off with the idea that “I will be an author of
Istanbul”. He tells his close relation with Istanbul with the following words: “I told myself
that I will write about my friends, my family, people I know and I love. I have met those,
the humanity they represent, in Istanbul. When you tell about humanity, you tell about
their objects, loves, religions, beliefs and the emotions they show when they feel proud,
guilty, happy or jealous. You want to feel all and you discover humanity in Istanbul. When
your books are loved and become popular, you start to tell about Istanbul first without
realizing it and then on purpose.”
You will learn a lot about Istanbul from this sincere interview with Orhan Pamuk; how the
Museum of Innocence was established and how we can take Istanbul to a further stage
in the cultural tourism...
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I SPENT 10 YEARS OF
MY LIFE FOR THIS IDEA

The Museum of Innocence was published in 2008.
The Museum itself was opened in 2012. However,
you were already designing the museum while
writing the novel. Why did you decide to establish
a museum for this novel?
I have dreamt of the Museum of Innocence as a
novel and a museum together. Unlike what others
believed, what I did was nothing like “I wrote a
great novel. Let’s make a museum for it.” I have
just given the novel a dimension. A museum is an
attempt to get a third dimension, rather than to be
of two-dimension. This third dimension reflects on
us time and space. Like photos, we look at and see
a captured moment. But the stories do not tell the
captured moments and instead tells us the things
ongoing and the change itself. Museums are not
just places converting time to space but are also
lines combining objects and memories. When the
readers visit the museum, they will see that the
objects here are a part of the story. The novel and the
museum have the same aesthetic and architectural
details since I have thought of them together. I
have dreamed that the museum would show us the
objects told in the novel and the novel becomes the
catalogue of that museum. The first object in the
novel is the earring of Füsun. It tells a story based
on this earring, then moves to a second object, and
a third one, and then continues telling the story on
other objects. We can call the novel a catalogue with
notes. The book and the museum are intermingled.
While I have designed the museum, I wanted to
put these notes in such an order that the visitors
will be able to read the objects in the museum like
a novel. This was a conceptual and playful invention
that I created in my life. What I feel proud is that I
have realized this idea by spending 10 years of my
life and making monetary investments. I appreciate
myself on what I have done since I have believed in
a dream which was impossible to come true.
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THE MUSEUM OF INNOCENCE
TELLS THE STORY OF TWO
SOCIAL CLASSES IN ISTANBUL
The Museum of Innocence tells a somehow
melodramatic and realistic love story. It tells the
story of two social classes in Istanbul. There are two
characters who are distinct relatives. One of them is
a young woman living in impoverishing Çukurcuma
and the other one is a man who has been raised and
still lives in a rich district. If you asked me why I
have chosen Çukurcuma as the venue for the novel,
I would tell you that I know Çukurcuma, Cihangir
well since my childhood. I remember it as it is and it
still has the same characteristics. The other district
is Nişantaşı. Both districts are where I have spent
my life since my childhood. I know the people in
these districts well and I am acquainted with their
lifestyles and the objects they use.
Two heroes from these two different districts fall
in love with each other. It is actually a romance.
But our hero starts to collect the objects used by
the woman since he is not satisfied with love alone.
He thinks about why he does this as he continues
to collect them. We all want to have and keep the
objects that remind us of the people we love or
the times we are happy. The idea of Museum of
Innocence is established on this simple information
and I have just collected the objects that describe
my life, in other words, the ordinary objects of the
heroes living in Istanbul, especially in Nişantaşı,
Cihangir and Taksim from 1950 to 2000s. I have
made those objects a part of my story and displayed
them in a museum.
I would like to ask you something about this. The
museum has 83 displays. And the book has 83 episodes. It must be difficult to collect these objects
and put them together around a certain design
during that period extending from the 1950s to

the 2000s. What problems did you experience when
you collected those objects? It was a dream and
there are points combining. How did you combine
those points and how did you dream of them?
I had the first object, the building where the museum
is located and the love story in the novel. Let me put
it into a simple story. A boy living in Nişantaşı falls
in love with his cousin or cousin-like someone who
is a distinct relative of his and lives in a poor district.
They have sex and no matter how rich you are, this
is a taboo just like in traditional families. The purity
of this girl and her virginity are related to the innocence being the title of the novel. Then I started to
collect the object from these two cultures and I was
thinking of using them in the novel. I sometimes
got some objects from antique shops - antique is
too exaggerated - second-hand shops, relatives and
people who know that I was collecting things for
my novel. But I got most of the objects from my
family, relatives and second-hand shops and I wrote
the novel as I collected those objects. For instance,
I would say that Füsun holds a teacup and I already
had that teacup. Especially, for objects like a dress,
bag, etc., I was not first writing and then went out
to look for a dress worn by Füsun with flowers on it.
I would first go and buy a dress that I think would

suit Füsun well and then described it in the novel.
I wrote the novel like this.
But sometimes I would find a very interesting object. It may be something I like and had a place in
my life. Taximeters used to be sold at second-hand
items shops just until recently. I would really like
them when I was a child. Taxi drivers would never
set them. And my father would scorn the drivers
by asking “why don’t you open it” but they would
not do it. Then I bought a taximeter and could use
it in the novel. Once I found a lantern used at old
carts at one of the second-hand objects shops. I
bought it, too, and planned to talk about that in
the novel. It would be used somewhere while Füsun
goes to see Kemal but I could not take the story to
there and the cart lantern could not be used in the
novel. It is still at my house. We could not display
it at the museum, unfortunately. In fact, I was just
collecting the average objects of the era and interesting things. But I wanted my story to talk about
them and swallow them up. In addition to dramatic
items like the earring of Füsun, in other words, the
objects with significant importance for the story, I
used ordinary objects from the daily life like cinema
tickets, sceneries, ID cards, work cards.
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There are also other types of objects in the museum.
These are not the old objects, which have been sold
to the second-hand object shops or which were
forgotten in the old cabinets of our relatives or
mothers. These objects used to exist in the past. But
they are not the same as the ones used in the past.
For instance, Meltem Gazozu (Soda Pop)... We
produced this soda drink thanks to Serdar Erener.
The imaginary Meltem Gazozu sold in the 1970s...
You will even find a commercial film for it. We did
it in 2011 just like it was told in the novel. There is
an 18-year old German model working in Istanbul
in 2011, just like the novel.
I thought it was real.
What? The one in the film?
No, Meltem Gazozu...
Even you have thought it was real...
MOST OF THE VISITORS HAVE NOT
READ THE NOVEL...
What do you recommend to the people who want
to visit the museum? Do they need to read the
novel before they see the museum?
70 to 75 percent of the visitors to the museum
have not read the novel. When I established the
museum, I have asked myself who would come
and see this strange museum. Then I answered that
those who love novels would love me and those who
love the novel would come and visit it. But it was
not what happened. Only less than one-fourth of
the museum visitors have read the novel. Most of
the time, only one of the visitors would have read or
heard about the novel or would buy it and say that
they will read it sometime. Those who are somehow
interested in literature and art (especially tourists,
local or foreign ones) bring along their friends. They
tell them “I will take you somewhere interesting”. If
they have read my other books, then they are also
interested in the Museum of Innocence and want
to see it since they are in Istanbul. 75 percent of the
museum visitors have not read my novel but visit
it with the thought that they will read it sometime
in the future.
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I SOMETIMES GOT SOME OBJECTS
FROM ANTIQUE SHOPS - ANTIQUE
IS TOO EXAGGERATED - SECONDHAND SHOPS, RELATIVES AND
PEOPLE WHO KNOW THAT I WAS
COLLECTING THINGS FOR MY NOVEL.
BUT I GOT MOST OF THE OBJECTS
FROM MY FAMILY, RELATIVES AND
SECOND-HAND SHOPS AND I WROTE
THE NOVEL AS I COLLECTED THOSE
OBJECTS.

Istanbul has a very important and special place
in your novels. Most of your novels are based in
Istanbul. As a man of letters, what does Istanbul
mean for you?
This is a question similar to what your body or
family means to you, in other words, it is a very
general question. I have difficulty in answering such
questions. I have spent my entire life in Istanbul.
Istanbul has shaped me with its geography, culture
and behavior. It being between the traditions and
modernism and Europe and Asia has created
strong ideas in my mind. Unfortunately, some of
the stereotype sentences about the East/West are
correct. My novels focus on these matters. But
we do other things, as well. The most important
thing that I would like to tell about Istanbul is
that: When I was born here, the population was

I LEARNED ABOUT
HUMANITY IN ISTANBUL
But this was not fictionalized enough. When I
started writing novels, the Turkish novelists were
writing novels about village life with all their good
intentions. They were writing about the villages but
disregarded Istanbul to reveal the social problems.
They did not know how to handle Istanbul or they
felt guilty about it. There was a wrong idea that all
the people in Istanbul were rich and happy. I have
spent my entire life in this city and I am happy
about it. What do the novelists tell about? They
tell about their friends, families, relatives, rental
problems and many other things. But I have lived
this humanity in Istanbul. I have not set off with
the idea that “I will be an author of Istanbul”. I
told myself that I will write about my friends, my
family, people I know and I love. I have met them,
the humanity they represent in Istanbul. When you
tell about humanity, you tell about their objects,
loves, religions, beliefs and the emotions they show
when they feel proud, guilty, happy or jealous. You
tell about everything and want to see everything.
At last, you discover humanity in Istanbul. When
your books are loved and become popular, you start
to learn about Istanbul without realizing it. But
my first purpose was not this. I just wanted to tell
about the people.

1 million. It was 2.5 million when our story a.k.a.
the Museum of Innocence started back in 1974.
Today it is said to be either 16 or 17 million... It is
very uncommon for a city to increase its population
from 1 million to 17 million. The population in Paris
may increase from 1 million to 9 to 10 million in
200 years. I feel myself to be privileged as I have
witnessed this growth in my own life. Such cities
may exist in Nigeria, Mexico and China, i.e. in the
third world. The lives in those cities could not be
sufficiently told. In short, Istanbul’s being affected
in the same way both from the east and west, its
fast development throughout my life, its being the
capital city of three states... Taking all these riches
into consideration, when I became a novelist, I said
to myself “how rich Istanbul is”.

People know Orhan Pamuk as an author. But they
want to know the Orhan Pamuk the photographer
and the painter as I have just learned. You are
also interested in taking photos. You also like
sketching. You use your photos in your books for
various reasons. What kind of connection do you
establish between taking photos and writing?
Most of the members of my family are engineers.
My grandfather, my father and uncle are all
civil engineers. They are valuable and respected
persons. Math and similar scientific values have
been important for them, for my grandmother and
family. They would not believe in those who are
interested in art. I grow up like a black sheep of the
family who paints. As I have told before, I wanted
to be a painter. I am happy with the visual world.
When I paint, I paint like a man singing a song
while taking a shower.
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entrance ticket sales are enough to cover
the salaries of the people working there.
In other words, the museum looks after
itself. I am happy with it.
It is a great success... The Museum
of Innocence exhibition also attracts
interest in various parts of the world,
not just in Istanbul. You receive
exhibition requests from abroad.
Can you tell us about your previous
international exhibition experiences
and your future program? Has the
museum been abroad? What reactions
has it received?

It is a really good example...
But when I write, I write with difficulty as if I
am solving a mathematical equation. However, in
the end, I feel like writing has a deeper value. My
paintings do not give me such satisfaction.
What about photography?
At some point in my life, when I was 23, I understood
that I cannot be a painter, felt that insisting would
not do any good and I focused on writing, as I have
told in my book titled Istanbul. In fact, I wanted to
be a painter. This museum can be considered as a
work of contemporary art.
Can you give us some information about the
museum? How many people visit it? Who visits
it? Are people interested in it?
The museum was opened in 2012. This year it is
our eight-year. We have around 25 to 30 thousand
visitors a year. The worst year was 2016 when bombs
exploded in Beyoğlu, the political atmosphere was
bad and the Westerners stopped visiting... At first,
70 percent of the visitors were the Westerners. Today
Turkish people also like and visit it. First I invested
my own money into the museum, including my
Nobel Prize money. But now I am proud to say that
the museum does not need my money anymore.
The system has developed so well that now only the
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The Museum of Innocence includes 83
episodes. The museum has 83 boxes,
displays or display areas. But there are
still things to be done. I have a workshop
at the apartment I live for those boxes
in the museum. People work there. We
have made an exact copy of 30 boxes in the museum.
These copies have been to London, Oslo and Milan
and will go to Paris in November 2020.
I am happy with these exhibitions. I have been also
invited to them. I am happy with the interest shown
in the places we visit. But these boxes look their best
at the museum.

I THINK I MIGHT APPEAL TO THE
CULTURAL TRAVELERS
The museum is visited with increasing interest
since it was opened. This makes a serious
contribution to tourism. Thanks to the museum,
we set a remarkably higher standard in terms of
quality. What can be further done together with
the tourism sector and TÜRSAB (Association of
Turkish Travel Agencies) to attract more interest
from both local and foreign tourists? Is there any
possibility of cooperation? What can be done
to promote the museum more and attract more
quality tourists?
There is a distinction of significant importance:
There is this Northern European, German and
Scandinavian cultural travelers on one side and
tourists who go swimming in Antalya and who are
not interested in the culture at all on the other.

After 2016, the cultural traveling Northern European
tourists stopped coming to Turkey. Nowadays, the
Museum of Innocence attracts great interest from
Asia. Today, Istanbul receives many tourists from
the Islamic countries of the Middle East but even
though my books are translated into Arabic, they are
not interested in my museum. The Chinese, Koreans
and Japanese are interested in my museum, not the
citizens of Islamic countries.
We need to establish relations with those who
organize and guide cultural tourism. I think I can
appeal to cultural travelers. I can be interesting for
those people who say that ‘I heard that a novel has a
museum of itself. It seems very interesting’. Then there
are those who “have not read the book but want to see
the museum”. But it is difficult to find those among
the general tourists who come and see our museum.
Another issue is: In the past when the Galata Port was
not built, the big cruise ships used to call at in front
of my house in Cihangir. Some tourists take a map
and see the city on their own. They used to discover
the city by walking not by getting on buses to go to
touristic places. They would pass by the Museum of
Innocence on their way to Taksim from Tophane
and they would visit the museum without knowing
anything about it. This was really important for me.
They would come and visit the museum just because
it was something that caught their eye in the city.
They would not come to the museum since they have
heard about the Museum of Innocence or my name.
How much do we help tourists with city walking
tours? Istanbul is an extremely attractive place for
cultural tourism.
When I visit a city, I live the guides aside and tell
myself that I will go there and just walk for 15
kilometers without checking anything.
Istanbul is a great place for those who want to discover
it themselves and get lost in the labyrinth of the city.
We should assist them. We should be open to those
people who want to see the city with a walking tour.
We should tell them that there is nothing dangerous,
the city is open and they can see it themselves. Even
though we say that we have Topkapı Palace and
Islamic Art Palace as high culture items, we cannot
show what we have done, our objects and daily life
in the last 200 years. We do not know how to tell it.
We even do not know how to look at them, let alone
telling other people about them.

This is your vision and effort... What can the
tourism sector and TÜRSAB do for you to increase
this demand and naturally this cooperation? What
kind of support and help do you expect? Taiwan,
South Korea, Japan and Singapore are the Far East
countries interested in cultural tours. But people
from those countries already visit your museum.
And there are also the Chinese.
Especially, the Chinese visit Istanbul for me. Because
the sales figures for my books is really high in China.
The Chinese, Japanese and Koreans have replaced the
visitors from Northern Europe in the last two years.
I would like to say this once again: Many tourists
from the Middle East visit Istanbul but they do not
visit my museum.
Thank you. I understood “how did Orhan Pamuk
become Orhan Pamuk” thanks to this interview.
We are so lucky to have you.
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Interview: Dr Feride Çelik
The sixteenth Istanbul Biennial is held this year under the theme
of ‘The Seventh Continent’. The Biennial is an important attraction
hub for both local and international art authorities. In this issue,
we want to look at the Biennial and Turkey from the perspective of
a guest in our country and to learn her impressions about the art
environment and daily life in Turkey. Here you can read Istanbul and
the 16th Istanbul Biennial from the perspective of Olivier Moyse...

The global press continues to praise
16th Istanbul Biennial.
According to the article “How Istanbul became a powerhouse of
contemporary art?” published in Financial Times, the importance of the
support given by the leading families in Turkey to the contemporary art
has been emphasized and the city is abuzz with art lovers thanks to the
art events held in autumn. The article also focuses on the history and the
theme of this year and reports as: “This year the theme is The Seventh
Continent, which refers to the seven million tons of plastic debris floating
in the Pacific Ocean. Overseen by the influential French critic and curator
Nicolas Bourriaud, the Biennial’s capacity to attract big names is a measure
of its success.”
The news both covers the biennial and its theme in great detail and
question whether the art and artists can find a solution to the ecological
problems.
Osman Can Yerebakan, an art writer and curator writing for a popular
online newspaper based in the USA, states that the various art events
organized along with Istanbul Biennial have revived hope in the Turkish
art scene grappling with issues. He says these events pumped blood into
Istanbul, which has been striving to emerge from its ashes as a cultural
hub. As stated by Bourriaud, biennial and art events are events that revive
tourism in the city.
Affecting the world press, the 16th Istanbul Biennial also jazzes up the lives
of the foreigners living in the city even for a temporary period of time.
Among them is Olivier Moyse, the manager of the French GL events
operating The Seed in Sabancı Museum and a collector who monitors
the art and design life closely.
We have talked about 16th Istanbul Biennial and the booming art activities
in Istanbul with Olivier Moyse considering the collecting not as a field of
trade but as purchasing and living together with the favourite artworks.
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Have you visited the 16th
Istanbul Biennial? What do you
think about it?
I only visited the Istanbul
Museum of Painting & Sculpture.
This weekend I will go to
Büyükada with my friends from
abroad. I take my foreign friends
to the art activities and show
them another side of the city,
instead of taking them to wellknown historical places.
I usually attend guided tours
when visiting the biennial. In
addition to the conceptual
framework, I also evaluate each
artwork in terms of whether it
is a good design as a part of my
job.
Which work has influenced you
the most at the Istanbul Museum
of Painting & Sculpture?
I am impressed by the dreamy
design work of Johannes Büttner
comprised of seven sculptures.
I think those sculptures resemble
cosmonauts. The artist does not
always need to express the truth.
He should also be able to create
works using his imaginary world.

What do you think Istanbul
Biennial means for the
international art world?
Istanbul Biennial has an important
place in the international arena
like all biennials organized in the
world. I did not have the chance to
visit the previous Istanbul biennials
but I think that this biennial that I
visited with my friends for the first
time is an important event. The
opening of two museums with this
Biennial (Arter and Mimar Sinan)
is also very important for the city.
We can say that an art bomb has
exploded in Istanbul.
What do you think about the art
potential of Istanbul?
The fast-growing art activities in
Istanbul are really interesting in the
light of the political and economic
events. Although expected in
previous years, it is nice to see
the art boom happening finally
this year.

JOHANNES BÜTTNER,
“THE POSSIBILITY OF
ANOTHER LIFE EXPRESSES
ITSELF DIRECTLY IN
A POLICE CAR ON FIRE
AND INDIRECTLY IN THE
FACES OF MY FRIENDS”
2019

What do you think about the
current development of the art
world in Turkey?
I think that the current art
environment develops thanks
to the supports of the leading
families of Turkey especially in
recent years. I see that only certain
people collect contemporary art
pieces. These collections are of
great importance for opening
new museums. I have visited
Arter Museum. I am impressed
by it. But I believe that collecting

art pieces should extend over the
entire public.
I try to visit Contemporary Istanbul
every year. For me, artists and
galleries are always the same. I am
not an art expert but I see that the
same works are displayed every
year. People from every section
of society should buy art pieces.
Which Turkish artists do you
follow?
I love and follow Ahmet Oran.
Istanbul has many faces. How do
you see Istanbul? Which areas do
you like to visit in Istanbul?
The neighbourhoods of Istanbul
known as luxurious do not
appeal to my sense of luxury.
For me, the places where I spend
luxurious and pleasant time are
the places with a soul of their
own. For instance, Kuzguncuk
and the neighbourhoods along
the Bosphorus always revive my
spirit. The Bosphorus is unique
and unprecedented. I also feel
good at Istanbul Soho House.
Which art location or museum
impresses you the most
nowadays?
I am impressed most by the Seed
in terms of its scenery and as a
location. That may be because
it is my job. Sabancı Museum is
another art space that attracts me
the most as a family mansion with
its art collections as well as the
exhibitions organized there.
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RISE OF CONTEMPORARY
ART MUSEUMS IN TURKEY

ARTER
MUSEUM

The latest in the city...

Considered as the most important exhibition center
for contemporary art since 2010, Arter moved in
September to its prestigious new building designed
by Grimshaw Architects in Dolapdere, Istanbul. At its
new building Arter has taken its existing activities to
a further stage and now hosts shows and events from
different art disciplines in addition to the exhibitions
of items from the contemporary art collection of
Vehbi Koç Foundation, its parent company, and other
non-collection items. The building with its indoor
area of 18,000 square meters in total has exhibition
spaces, performance halls, learning and event spaces,
library, conservation laboratory, a bookstore of art
works and a cafeteria.

arter.org.tr
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NEW

ISTANBUL

NEW

OMMODUNPAZARI
MODERN MUSEUM
ESKİŞEHİR
Odunpazarı Modern Museum, a gift from the collector
Erol Tabanca to the city he has born in, was opened in
September this year. The timber structure of the building designed by acclaimed Japanese architect Kenga
Kuma alludes to the name of Odunpazarı (meaning
the marketplace for wood) and the timber trade made
there in the past. Inspired by the traditional Japanese
architecture and Odunpazarı civil architecture and
having a contemporary art space of 4500 square
meters, the museum aims at contributing towards
the development of cultural life and enhancing the
art knowledge of the youth with training programs,
seminars, meetings with artists, workshops and dynamic exhibition programs to be organized. OMM has
different sizes of exhibition spaces as well as a cafe,
a museum shop, and workshop spaces.
omm.art

BAKSI MUSEUM
BAYBURT
Opened in 2010 on a hill looking over Çoruh Valley
outside Bayburt in the Eastern Black Sea region,
literally “in the middle of nowhere”, the Baksı Museum
is a dream come true for Hüsamettin Koçan, Phd., a
Bayburt-born artist and academician. The museum
displays contemporary art and traditional handcrafts
side-by-side under the same roof. Extending over
an area of 40 acres with its halls, depo museum,
workshops, conference hall, library and guest house,
the project is designed by Turkish architect Sinan
Genim. Baksı Museum holds the “2014 Council of
Europe Museum Prize” awarded by the Parliamentary
Assembly of Europe.
baksi.org
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APRIL
The Alaçatı Herb Festival,
Çeşme

Sprıng

APRIL
Orange Blossom
Carnival,
Adana

MAY
Kakava
Celebrations,
Edirne

MARCH
ALL OF TURKEY

Nevruz Celebrations
21 March
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MARCH
Runatolia,Antalya

DO NOT MISS
(Specıal Event)

Champions’ League Final Match
30 May 2020 Istanbul

JUNE
Rose Harvest, Isparta

Summer

AUGUST
Hacı Bektaş-ı
Veli Celebrations
Nevşehir

JULY
Lavender Harvest, Isparta

AUGUST
Ovit Mountain Celebrations, Rize

AUGUST
Festival of the
Virgin Mary
Gökçeada
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DO NOT MISS
(Specıal Event)

Rally of Turkey,

24-27 September 2020

Marmaris

SEPTEMBER
Vine Harvest, Bo
zcaada

OCTOBER
Olive Harvest
Festival,
Ayvalık

NOVEMBER
Citrus Festival,
Mersin

46 THE VOICE OF TRAVEL | 2019

DO NOT MISS
(Specıal Event)

Istanbul Marathon

FEBRUARY
Whitefest , Uludağ

DECEMBER
Şeb-i Arus, Mevlana Celaleddin-i Rumi
Commemoration Week, Konya

FEBRUARY
Almond
Blossom
Festival, Datça

JANUARY
Snowman
Festival,
Rize Ayder
Plateau
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7 REGIONS
7 WINTERS
“You can’t go there in winter, in the snow!”

Overcome any preconceived ideas about
seasons and destinations and you will ind new
directions, ways of living and surprises in front
of you. Take a look at our list. Amongst our
recommendations you will ind some places,
which are at their most beautiful covered in
snow, and others which are popular in summer
but which really show their true sparkling
colours in winter.
Reyan Tuvi

Roads, cliffs, surprises
Eastern Anatolia Region

Eastern Anatolia reclines against the Black Sea, where a
completely diferent natural landscape is laid out before you.
The promise of this route will be especially enchanting to
you if you enjoy travelling in winter in remote areas. There
is a new surprise at every new turn, and this is definitely the
way to travel. There’s no need to be scared, however. At the
end of the day, there is a well-defined and signposted route
from Erzurum to Artvin. 15-20km past Tortum, around 58km
from Erzurum, turn at the ‘Pehlivanlı - Bağbaşı – Serdarlı’
signpost and follow the signs for ‘Stone Mosque - Church of
the Virgin Mary’. Nature embraces people, from the poplar
and fruit trees to the streams running alongside the road.
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Mediterranean Region

There are plenty of people who stay away from the Antalya region in the
summer but love its natural beauty in the winter. You should definitely take the
opportunity of getting to know this area in the winter. For example, Phaselis Bay
in Tekirova is one of the busiest places for holidaymakers, who love its natural
beauty. Phaselis emerges from the undergrowth and stones, and is one of
Turkey’s most impressive ancient cities. Phaselis, which means ‘God protects’ in
the ancient language, is close to richly forested areas, so still remains far away
from any settlement. ItisbelievedthatPhaseliswasfoundedinthe6thcentury
BC by settlers from Rhodes, who built it on a small peninsula extending out
into the Mediterranean sea, in order to transport timber from the forests of
the Taurus Mountains to the ports of the Mediterranean. The ancient city,
lanked by pine and cedar trees on both sides, appears to be a commercial
port, judging from its harbours, agorae and the depictions of ancient ships
on the city’s coins.

Aegean Coast
Tire is definitely a town where you should take a break in the cold depths of
winter to enjoy the mild climate and spirit of the Aegean. Seeing snow here is
something which happens once in every forty years. Tire is 80km from Izmir.
It was the place where coins were minted in Ottoman times, and is one of the
towns, which has been most successful in preserving its Aegean identity. You
can see this best if you visit the Tuesday market. The biggest attraction of
this modest town is the vibrant Tuesday market, regardless of the season. The
stalls in the market are overlowing with herbs, which have been gathered in
the mountains. Tire’s local dishes are heavily based around herbs. The fact that
part of the population is of Cretan descent certainly plays a part in this. The
market not only caters for day-to-day requirements for fresh healthy produce,
but also brings to life handicrats, which were in danger of being forgotten. It
breathes life into the last representatives of those who do traditional rope work,
clog-makers, quilt- and felt-makers. Even if the herbs are the stars of the piece,
the Tire meatballs (köte), which are made from pure mincemeat, kneaded with
salt, also deserve a medal

For those who have a longing for the simple towns and villages
of Anatolia and are wondering whether they still exist, we present
Talas. This quiet, charming Anatolian town is 8km from Kayseri, far
from the hustle and bustle of the city. Fittingly, its name means
“beautiful, clean countryside”. This small settlement is situated
in the vicinity of Kayseri, which is dominated by the snowy peaks
of Erciyes, Central Anatolia’s magnificent mountain. It carries the
traces of the past and stands out as designed by nature. There are
now many villas in place of the vineyard houses in what is called
upper and lower Talas, which are occupied in summer. Despite
this, as you wander its streets, feeling a sense of nostalgia seeping
into your bones, it is impossible not to notice the sheer quality of
Talas. The beauty of Talas is self- evident, especially in the spring
and in the winter snow.

50 THE VOICE OF TRAVEL | 2019

Bursa enjoys one of the most beautiful locations of any Turkish
city. The city is in the foothills of Mount Uludağ, dominating the
fertile plain, created by the Nilüfer River, once famous for its
silk production and the thermal centres where the rich locked.
Today, this reputation is still largely intact, but added to this
should also be the legendary taste of the Iskender Kebab and
candied chestnuts. For some, this city is a stopover on the
way up to Mount Uludağ. In fact, when the mountain roads
are closed there are some who say: “We are trapped in Bursa”.
Actually, it is unfair to this city, with its long-established history,
to only visit it in passing. Especially in the winter, Uludağ is
Bursa’s ornament. In ancient times it was Mysia Olympos, the
place from which the gods watched the Trojan War. Uludağ is
2543 metres high, and in the early Christian period it became a
place of hermitage for priests and monks. During the Ottoman
period, dervishes took the place of monks. This is not only a
place for winter sports enthusiasts, but also a resort, which can
be reached easily from Bursa, by those who want to breathe
clean mountain air, enjoy panoramic views from the top of the
pistes, or seek peace and quiet around the fireside.

Abant Lake is one of those places, which is made for
snow. Let’s face it, it’s quite touristy and crowded during
the holidays, but especially in winter and in the snow,
it takes on a completely diferent aspect. Winter can
be limiting in terms of what you can do, but you never
notice that here. When it is snowing, read a book by
the fireplace, wake up to the pine-scented mountain air,
get homemade macaroni and mountain strawberry jam
from Abant, try the thermal springs in Karacasu, listen to
the deep silence of frozen Gölcük, take pictures... There
is plenty to do around Bolu and the natural beauty of
the area is boundless.

Black Sea Region

Abant Lake Nature Park is located 34 km southwest
of Bolu. Near the lake are hotels, bungalow houses,
camping and picnic areas and restaurants. There are
many places to stop of for a break on the 22km Abant
road, which continues as far as the lake.

Survey Mardin from the terrace of the Mezopotamia Otantik
Cafe. It isn’t like any other city. Whatever the season, the
Mesopotamian Plain is magnificent. The prominent features
of this yellow city of the southeast are the narrow streets and
bazaars. It is hard to experience Mardin without getting lost
around here. Mardin’s houses bear witness to their heritage of
stonemasonry and the fragrance of this city, which is also on the
Silk Road, is unique too. The fragrance of spices wats towards
your nose; copper is beaten; in the narrow streets donkeys go
up and down steps; in shops, like caves, chickpeas are roasted;
filigree work shines; the sound of the last felt-maker, the last
saddle-maker is heard. Dice are picked up in the Marangozcular
Kahvesi, with its view over the Mesopotamian Plain; people
pass under the ‘abbaras’, the typical low passageways. This
city of labyrinths turns everyone into a poet for a while.

Southeastern Anatolia Region
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CITTASLOW TURKEY
The Cittaslow Movement, which maintains that
life should be led at a pace that allows taking
pleasure out of life, is growing around the world.
The number of calm cities where people are in
communication with each other, which are selfsufficient and sustainable, where handcrafts, the
nature and traditions are preserved gradually
increases in Turkey.
Before you embark on your trip with the TÜRSAB
agencies that prepare rich programmes allowing
you to discover the treasures of Cittaslow Turkey
cities, we want to introduce some of Turkey’s
calm cities in couple of questions. Here is a brief
Cittaslow Turkey Guide...
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Isparta’s Secret Treasure:

EĞİRDİR

How to Get There
Those travelling by air can use the Süleyman Demirel
Airport that lies at a 45 km distance to the district, or
the Antalya Airport located 130 km away. For those
preferring a bus, there is transport from Central Isparta
to Eğirdir.
Where to stay
Family bed and breakfasts at the centre of the district,
the Eskiciler Mansion, which is a restored historic
mansion, or 3-star hotels in the district.
All hotels and bed and breakfasts at the district centre
have a lake view. Also, one can stay in the bungalows
at the Altunkum beach during summer months.
What to do
• Kanoo and boat trips
• Having pancakes and tea while enjoying a view of
the district at the Akpınar Village view terrace
• Swimming in the cold waters of Yazılı Kanyon or
the Eğirdir Lake during summer months
• Walks and birdwatching at the Kovada Lake and
in the Kovada National Park
• Skiing and snowboarding at the Davraz Ski
Centre during winter months
• Walks in the Kasnak oak forests in fall

What to see
• The Hızırbey Minaret and Mosque dating back
to 1327, and built on an arch for the first time in 		
world history
• The Dündarbey Medrese
• Aya Nargi (Ayastefanos) Church
• Historic Egirdir House
• The historic Eğirdir Castle built in the 4th century BCE
What to eat
• Great fish by Eğirdir Lake, and taste stuffed carp
and crayfish.
• Also, it is a must to sample tandır (pit roasted
meat) at the Historic Pınar Market open during 		
summer months.
YOU MUST...
Not leave before watching the sunset by Eğirdir Lake,
and buying the region’s special rose products (rose petal
jam, rosewater, rose soap etc.).
Do not forget to buy local products handmade by
women at the Cittaslow market at the district’s centre.
Do not leave before tasting Turkey’s most delicious
apples growing in orchards by the lake.
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A Living Ottoman Town

GÖYNÜK
How to Get There
FROM ISTANBUL:
Drive along the TEM motorway from Istanbul to
Adapazarı, and turn to the Bilecik - Eskişehir direction
at Dörtyol. After 28 km, you will reach the Geyve Taraklı junction. You will reach Göynük after you drive
for 60 km.
FROM ANKARA:
Follow the Sincan, Ayaş, Beypazarı, Çayırhan, Nallıhan
direction from Ankara, and reach Nallıhan after 150 km.
Drive another 10 km after Nallıhan and then turn left.
50 km later you will in Göynük.
Where to stay
In historic mansions or hotels.
What to do
Experience the life in an old Ottoman Town.
Shop at the Historic Arasta Market, and travel in time
among the houses with bay windows by the cobbled
streets.
What to see
Akşemseddin Hz Tomb
Ömer Sikkin Hz Tomb
Gazi Süleyman Paşa Mosque
Gazi Süleyman Paşa Bathhouse
Historic Victory Tower
Çubuk Lake
Sünnet Lake
Historic Mansions
Arasta Market
What to eat
Tarhana (dried yoghurt soup)
Erişte (noodles) and Düğün (Wedding) soup
Keş (Kesik)
Homemade Pasta
Mantı (similar to ravioli)
Stuffed vine leaves
Casserole, stuffed lamb, braised meat
Oklava dessert, baklava, höşmerim, Uğut dessert
Pastry with marrow
Su borek (pastry), yufka borek
Flatbread with potatoes, aubergine, curd cheese,
marrow, spinach, mushrooms and mincemeat
Pancake
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YOU MUST...
Take a bird’s eye view of the city
from the historic victory tower
situated on a commanding hill.
Not leave before seeing Çubuk
Lake, which offers a pleasant
view with windmills by the lake.

YOU MUST...
Take a boat trip in
moonlight.
Not leave before
having a mud bath.

Peace in the Shadow
of Citrus Orchards

KÖYCEĞİZ
How to Get There
An approximately 1-hour flight from Ankara and
Istanbul
Where to stay
Hotels or bed and breakfasts
What to do
Rafting in Yuvarlakçay and Akköprü, and then
dinner
Swimming in the Toparlar waterfall
Walk and dinner by the lake
Mud bath
Bicycle tour
Sieasta in citrus orchards
What to see
Peaceful houses among citrus orchards, streets
Köyceğiz Lake
Toparlar Waterfall
Ancient City of Kaunos
Sultaniye Springs
Dalyan Channel
Kings’ Tombs
İztuzu Beach famous for its Caretta Carettas
What to eat
Fish by the lake
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YOU MUST...
Not leave
before tasting Sığacık’s
satsuma tangerines, which
have become a brand, and
buy satsuma products.
Visit the producer
markets.

Turkey’s First Cittaslow:
Still Calm, Still Enchanting

How to Get There
Use the highway from the İzmir Adnan Menderes
Airport, take the İzmir-Çeşme motorway in private
vehicles, pass the Seferihisar Güzelbahçe exit and
follow the Seferihisar signpost.
Where to stay
Hotels or bed and breakfasts
What to do
Swim in the sea during
summer months
Take walks by the sea
Discover the hidden coves by taking
boat trips
Taste the hot wine at wine houses in the Gödence
Village in winter
Have a pleasant time in Sığacık Kaleiçi

SEFERİHİSAR

What to see
The Ancient City of Teos, where Ancient Greek
philosopher Epicurus lived
Seferihisar Municipality City Memory House of
Memories
Can Yücel Seed Centre
Beyler Village Stone Age Cave
Vineyards in the Gödence Village
What to eat
Seafood
Stuffed goat meat,
Seferihisar Mantı
Stuffed Bread
Samsades Dessert
Tangerines
Armola
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50 Shades of Green

ŞAVŞAT

How to Get There
Highway from Kars Airport
Where to stay
Hotels at the city centre, hotels,
bungalows or bed and breakfasts
hidden in nature outside the district.
What to do
You can discover the 50 shades of
green on nature walks
Nature photography
Climbing
What to see
Meşeli Karagöl
Villages, valleys and plateaus of Şavşat
Papart
Satlel Castle

Cevizli (Tibet) Church
Pırnallı Monastery
Tamara Cloisters
What to eat
Melted Cheese
Corn (Çadı) Crisps
Pastry with walnut, cheese and corn
filling made using traditional methods
Sour soup made of dried cornelian
cherry paste, which is a characteristic
flavour of the region
Papaçela soup made of dried pumpkin
Yoghurt soup decorated with fanugrek
of the plateau
Leaning döner made of the delicious
meat of the naturally-fed lambs of
the region and cooked on an outdoor
bonfire

YOU MUST...
Enjoy Şavşat’s
amazing nature,
experience swimming
in its lakes into which
waterfalls flow.
Buy the honey and
local products of
the region. Do not
forget to have some
tea while enjoying
the view that is a
once-in-a-lifetime
experience.
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Being one of the oldest cities
of Mesopotamia founded by a
river, Halfeti hosts around
1 million tourists with its history,
cuisine and nature.
Even though it is not possible to
understand the beauty of Halfeti
from only what is told of it,
we will try to give you short
information about what to
expect but the rest awaits for
you with surprises to be
only discovered by taking the
tour yourself.
Nihat Özdal
DISCOVER THE OLD CITY
The old city center of Halfeti is located on the
border of Gaziantep, to the west of Şanlıurfa.
It looks like a web of creeks feeding the river
with its streets of cobblestones and the unique
historical architecture of the region. The old
Halfeti has one of the most beautiful silhouettes
in the world. You can get lost in the streets of cut
stones with houses adorned with bird windows
and passageways between the streets, known
as ‘kabaltı’ with houses constructed on them, a
very typical scene of the region.
You can start your Halfeti tour from the marina
with the highest number of boats in Mesopotamia.
Hosting around 200 boats, the marina is built on
floaters as a precaution to the periodical rise and
tide of the river. The boat tour program includes
the Caves of King’s Daughter, Garden of Çelebi
Hoca and Rumkale en route to the submerged
Savaşan village. You will be amazed by the most
beautiful shades of yellow along the canyon with
the tour lasting more than an hour.
Rumkale, accessible only by boats, is the oldest
center of Halfeti. In addition to being surrounded
by water from three sides, its only connection
to the land was built by carving through the
rocks during the Assyrian period. The giant well
reaching the river from the castle has survived
many invasions thanks to the arable lands. Halfeti
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You can also swim above the engulfed city in Çekem
neighborhood and dive and discover the old mosque
and the school.
FOLLOW THE DELICIOUS SMELLS OF KEBABS
Halfeti river cuisine abundantly makes use of the
fruit trees grown by its shore. Meat cooked with
greengages, quince stew, river fish cooked in the
mulberry sauce and onion kebab with pomegranate
sauce are special tastes unique to Halfeti. Fruits
give an aromatic flavor to the meat cooked in frying
pans, saucepans and barbecues. You can feed the
fish in the river with bread crumbs while eating your
food at the floating restaurants. You can follow the
delicious smells of kebab restaurants and find the
most delicious one for you.

is strategically located in a special area for the history
of war. Priest Nerses also known to be a poet is one
of the holy priests of the Armenians and the walls of
the church constructed in his name have survived until
today. You can see the ruins of Barşavma Monastery
at the castle being the center of an Assyrian church
once upon a time.
The last stop after Rumkale is Savaşan Village
engulfed by the waters with a minaret underwater,
the half of which can still be seen. The village looks
like a smaller version of Halfeti and promises nice
photos with its pretty tea houses, cave church and
Assyrian period caves.
For a unique experience in Halfeti, you can spend
your second day in Değirmen River within a walking
distance to the city center and Çekem, an old Mamluk
city, as an alternative to the river tours. Değirmen
River Canyon used to be an important center of the
era with more than twelve watermills. Today only two
of them can still be seen. You can see wave rocks,
water channels and the ancient city of Vaynik in the
canyon along the trekking paths of the city.

LOCAL SOUVENIRS
Halfeti offers many souvenir alternatives from mosaic,
mother of pearl inlaid, woodcarving and gourd art
handicrafts to gastronomic gifts such as red pepper
flakes, sumac extract, thyme, tarhana (sundried food
made of curd, tomato and flour used for making a
special soup of the same name), bergamot jam,
pistachio, and tomato paste. The wines from the fruits
in the region can also be a good souvenir alternative.
One final thing...
If you want to see the villages further to the Halfeti
river shore you can see Norhut Church and Kantarma
city walls. The black roses in the city blossom in their
darkest colors at the end of March. You can follow
the trails of these roses from old Halfeti yards or the
greenhouses near the marina.
Two different festivals, held in March and April, may
be interesting for a different Halfeti experience. Keep
in mind these festivals: Odor Festival starting with the
blossoming of the endemic Mesopotamia hyacinth
in early March and Fruit Dishes Festival held in midApril, the best time for the fruit dishes.
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TWO NEW EXAMPLES IN CREATING
ROUTE DIVERSITY IN TURKISH TOURISM:

TUNCELİ and
HAKKÂRİ
Faruk Pekin

Photos: FEST Travel Archive
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The tourism is a phenomenon comprised of three important features: It
has to be profitable, sustainable and
responsible.
Tourism in Turkey has “comparative
advantages” in economic terms. As a
person designing around 200 tours
in Istanbul and around 180 tours in
Turkey, organizing around 300 tours
to around 130 countries in the seven
continents of the world, visiting and
guiding people in their tours to these
places, the natural, historical and cultural values in Turkey do not exist in
any place in the world. Thanks to its
multilayer, multi-cultural, multi-religious and multi-language structure,
its unique geography on two continents and unique history, Turkey has
to be the top of the “indispensable
list” of the lifelong travel programme
of a world traveller.
Our duty has to be the improvement
of the cultural tourism having the
“comparative advantages” feature in
the economy as stated in short above
both in the fields of internal and external tourism without decreasing the
real tourism income generated from
the items forming the total in tourism and ensuring that Turkey attracts
more travellers and spend due time to
visit Turkey with a high quality and
distinguished tourism approach.
Our agencies strive for transforming
the “cheap country” image to the
“cultural country” image, bringing
the “call to the travellers” before the
“call to the tourists” and adding the
other types of tourism to the “cultural
tourism”. Therefore, they spend efforts
to ensure that Turkey gets the place it
deserves in “internal tourism”.
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Pertek Castle, Tunceli

OUR CURRENT IMPORTANT GOAL:

DIVERSIFICATION
OF ROUTES

The diversification of routes is one of
the most important problems of both
domestic and international tourism. For
instance, Istanbul: A 1.5-day tour is organized for foreign travellers for long
years. In fact, to get a real impression
from the city, the travellers visiting Istanbul have to spend 6 to 7 nights not
2 to 3 nights in Istanbul.
Therefore, the diversification of routes
in Istanbul is now a top agenda item.
Recommendations are made to ensure
that foreign tourists visit Istanbul, not
for 1.5 days but more. We can provide

15 to 20 tours to the foreign travellers
out of 200 daily tours in Istanbul created for local travellers. We strive to
create necessary logistics conditions,
signalization and routes.
We should also try to stay away from
focusing on certain areas in domestic
tourism experiencing a fast boost. We
should not let some locations stepped
on unnecessarily. We should create various routes and diversify tourism with
long term plans with a sustainable tourism approach.
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Ram head gravestone

A TEMPTING NATURE:

TUNCELİ
In this general framework, we have started tours for
Tunceli-Munzur Valley last year and tours for Hakkari this year in the last thirty years during which we
have promoted many areas in Turkey. The results of
both tours are successful until now. Thanks to the
successful results, Turkish Airlines magazine Skylife
has taken into consideration the tours organized to
Tunceli last year and in the first half of this year and
observed the positive developments there and published an article titled “A New Favorite Destination
for Tourists” written by a foreign author about this
new route in July 2019.
Tunceli is now nearly the only greenest and nonconcrete region of Turkey.
You can go to Tunceli via Elazığ and return from
Erzincan or vice versa. You need to spend a nearly
full day in Munzur Valley. Some of the places you
can see in this tour are: Tunceli with Munzur Valley
National Park is one of the most important national parks with around 1550 types of plants, 227 of
which are endemic for Turkey and 43 of which for
Munzur Mountains, its Djemevis and being the heart of Dersim Alevism, Ovacık with its headwaters
and extraordinary nature, Mazgirt and Çemişgezek
with their historic buildings, Pülümür with its valley
and beach, and Pertek with Hozat Bazaar and Ergen
Church, castle and dam. Tahar Bridge, Uzun Hasan
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Munzur River

Tomb, Yelmaniye Mosque, İn Caves, Alevi homes,
Sağman Mosque, gravestones engraved with the
head of a ram and many others await for you... You
can take beautiful photos on the route.
Tunceli has a tempting nature with its fascinating mountainous geography, villages with a low
population, the surrounding flora, low population, streams running from every corner and many
headwaters.
With its Pülümür and Pertek thermal springs,
Ovacık Ski resort, the beach on the shore of Pülümür River, Munzur River, interesting places to visit
including especially Düzgün Baba Dervish Lodge,
Tunceli has the potential for tourism events for 12
months with the thermal tourism, winter tourism,
rafting, hiking, photo-safari, flora tours and belief
tourism. R4 International Rafting Championship
was organized in Tunceli in 2019. 19th Munzur
Culture and Nature Festival was held in July.

Tunceli gravestones

Sağman Mosque and Castle

Pertek Castle

Wild goats of Tunceli which
are becoming extinct
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TÜRSAB to Organize
Tunceli Tourism Workshop
Tunceli with historical roots dating back to the
Palaeolithic age and ruins from the Hurrians and
the Urartians now witness more and more efforts
in the field of history. Assoc. Prof. Dr. Archaeologist
Yasemin Yılmaz conducted surface surveys at Düzce
University for two years under the sponsorship o f
FEST Travel, a member of TÜRSAB (Association of
Turkish Travel Agencies), with the permission of the
Ministry of Culture and Tourism. The magnificent
military post constructed by the Germans in 1937
has been restored as Tunceli Museum which will
be opened soon.
Tourism in Tunceli is modelled after a local demand
for the first time without any international factors.
This is really an important development. Tunceli
region will also become the star of the future for
foreign travellers.
Of course, tourism may experience some problems
as it develops in Tunceli. Therefore, tourism in
Tunceli has to be discussed as soon as possible.
TÜRSAB Board of Directors decided to organize
a Tunceli Tourism Workshop in October. This
workshop will share the vision, strategy and tactics
of Tunceli tourism and discuss the infrastructure
and transportation problems. Special subjects such
as supporting especially the hand works of the
women, strengthening the souvenir production
and gastronomy sector will be discussed at the
workshop.
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Ergen Church, Tunceli
Fotoğraf: Faruk Pekin
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HAKKÂRİ ROUTE
We have mentioned Hakkâri as the second alternative route but we will not discuss it here alone. That is
because Hakkâri has not a route of its own as a single
destination city. Hakkâri can be visited as part of a
larger route.

BATMAN, SİLVAN, SİİRT, CİZRE,
ŞIRNAK, HAKKÂRİ...
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Saint Bartholomeus Church
Malabadi Bridge

For such a tour, you can fly to Diyarbakır
or Batman and return from Van. Or vice
versa.
You can see the historical locations in
Silvan; Hasuni Caves, one of the oldest
caves of Anatolia; Malabadi Bridge, a
magnificent Artuqid work being the
world’s largest arch bridge dating back
to the middle ages; Veysel Karani Tomb
visited by thousands of people every
year; Deliklitaş Canyon; tombs in Tillo;
villages of Ezidis being one of the not
well-known civilizations of the Middle
East and Anatolia; Assyrian villages with
graveyard, churches and monasteries; and
the historical buildings of Cizre.
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Fairy Chimneys, Hakkâri

Upside down tulips in Hakkâri

Ezidi graveyard, seven stars
seven angels

You can experience Cezeri and Dengbej cultures.
You can also learn about the Assyrians, Nestorians,
Ezidis, Arabs, Kurds... You can see Hakkari with its
high and majestic mountains, deep valleys, glacial
lakes and snow-covered peaks, high waterfalls,
steep slopes, interesting houses, colourful herbs
and flowers, snow and the wild.
Çukurca Castle, Çukurca houses, Meydan Madrasah
in the centre, Zap Valley, Saint Bartholomeus
Armenian Church in Albayrak Village are among
the other beauties of Hakkâri and its surrounding
area. Tourism in Hakkâri will boost with the
opening of Mount Cilo to touristic visits. The 2nd
Çukurca Photo Safari and Nature Festival was
organized in May 2019. Restoration of Çukurova
houses, estimated to date back to 400 years, has
been started.
Turkish cultural tourism has earned two new
tourism routes with Tunceli and Hakkari.

Assyrian Monastery

2019 | THE VOICE OF TRAVEL 71

Ex Oriente Lux
The rising interest in art events in Turkey especially Istanbul
Contemporary Art and Istanbul Biennial encourage the collectors
and art patrons to open their own art museums. Campaigns
and rescue works conducted for Hasankeyf that has nearly
disappeared under the waters of Ilısu Dam and Zeugma for the
last ten years have directed the interest of the public to the
archaeology museums. The higher monetary support given by
the government and private institutions following the rising
interest is a pleasing development both for the human history
and future of art.
Turkey is one of the largest archaeological sites in the world.
You can hear about stunning finds every day and even every
hour from the archaeological sites across Turkey. Led by the
excitement created by Göbeklitepe in the world, the Indiana
Jones of the modern world now turn their face to relatively less
excavated areas and layers which bear great significance in the
history of Neolithic Age rewrite the history relentlessly with
surprising finds every excavation season.
Afife Selen Selçuk

72 THE VOICE OF TRAVEL | 2019

ZEUGMA MUSEUM,
GAZİANTEP
Used to be known as the world’s largest
mosaic museum when established in 2011,
Zeugma Mosaic Museum has a total area
of 30000 square meters including a closed
area of 25000. The museum collection
exhibits 3000 square meters of mosaic,
140 square meters of frescoes, 4 Roman
fountains, 20 columns, 4 limestone statues,
the bronze statue of the god Mars, grave
steles, sarcophagi and architectural pieces
belonging to the Roman and Eastern
Roman periods. 12 pieces of ancient
mosaics belonging to the borders of the
Gypsy Girl mosaic, which was smuggled
abroad by unauthorized excavations from
the Zeugma Archaeological site in the
1960s, had been exhibited in Bowling
Green State University in the USA. As
a result of the diplomatic works of the
Ministry of Culture and Tourism, they
have been returned to Turkey and are
exhibited at the museum since 2018.
Open every day
9.00-16.30 (winter), 9.00- 18.30 (summer)
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HATAY ARCHAEOLOGICAL
MUSEUM, HATAY
Hatay Archaeological Museum, being the largest
mosaic museum of the world, is open to visits at
its new building designed by Turkish architect
Kemal Nalbant since 2014. The museum
showcases primarily mosaics of 3250 square
meters in total and an extensive collection of
coins as well as the world-famous Abandoned
Ariadne, Yakto, Satyr and Hermaphroditos,
Seasons, Birth of Venus, Artemis and Skeleton
Mosaics, Statue of Suppiluliuma, Steles of Arsuz,
Assyrian Tablets, Statue of Tyche, Sarcophagus
of Antakya and Twin Lions on A Column
Pediment. The rich collection of mosaics dug out
by the University of Princeton from 1932 to 1939
has been smuggled abroad. Those mosaics are still
displayed in nearly twenty museums and special
collections around the world.
Open every day
8.30-16.30 (winter), 8.30-18.30 (summer)

ISTANBUL UNIVERSITY
RIDVAN ÇELIKEL
ARCHEOLOGICAL MUSEUM,
ISTANBUL
Established under the Department of
Archaeology of the Faculty of Literature of
Istanbul University and prepared by expert
academicians, Istanbul University Rıdvan
Çelikel Archaeological Museum promotes
the known cultures of the Anatolia from
the Paleolithic Age to the Ancient Age. The
museum is open to visits since July 2, 2019. The
entrance to the museum is free and archelogy
workshops are organized for external visitors of
any age in addition to the students of Istanbul
University. muzeyum
istanbul.edu.tr
Closed weekends, 9.00-16.30

74 THE VOICE OF TRAVEL | 2019

MUSEUM OF TROY, ÇANAKKALE
The Museum of Troy is located at the entrance of Troy
Ancient City which was added to the UNESCO World
Cultural Heritage List in 1998. The museum building is
designed by the Turkish architect Ömer Selçuk. Officially
opened in March, the museum has an exhibition hall of
three thousand square meters and a closed construction area
of 11200 square meters. Thanks to the museum where two
thousand artifacts found with the excavations are displayed,
some of the treasures of Tory showcased at other domestic
museums have returned to the lands where they belong.
Efforts are ongoing to ensure that Troy artifacts exhibited
in seven international museums return to the country.
muze.gov.tr
Open every day, 8.30-16.30 (winter), 8.30-18.30 (summer)

VAN URARTU MUSEUM,
VAN
Damaged by the earthquakes of October 23
and November 9, 2011, in Van and moved to
a new building to the south of Van Castle, the
new “Urartu Museum” was opened in August.
The museum showcases 2524 artifacts from
different periods including the Seljuks and
Ottomans and especially the Urartus over an
area of 54000 square meters including a closed
area of 13000 square meters. Designed by
BKA-Bahadır Kul Architects, the museum
building has a capacity of displaying 100000
artifacts and has an annual visitor capacity
of 1.5 million. The building is comprised of
23 halls.
muze.org.tr
Closed Mondays, 8.00-16.30
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UNESCO

World Heritage List

Turkey

The World Heritage List is created under the
Convention Concerning the Protection of the World
Cultural and Natural Heritage of 1972 and proclaimed
by the World Heritage Committee (WHC) includes
1121 World Heritage Sites; 869 of these are cultural,
213 are natural and 39 are mixed (natural and cultural)
heritage. From among the items contained in this list,
Turkey has a total of 18 heritage sites, 16 of which are
cultural and 2 are mixed:
Divriği Ulu Mosque and Hospital (Sivas) 1985
Istanbul’s Historic Sites (Istanbul) 1985
Göreme National Park and Cappadocia (Nevşehir)
1985 (Mixed Heritage Site)
Hattusha: Hittite Capital (Çorum) 1986
Mount Nemrut (Adıyaman) 1987
Hieropolis-Pamukkale (Denizli) 1988
(Mixed Heritage Site)
Xanthos-Letoon (Antalya-Muğla) 1988
City of Safranbolu (Karabük) 1994
Archaeological Site of Troy (Çanakkale) 1998
Edirne Selimiye Mosque and Complex (Edirne) 2011
Çatalhöyük Neolithic Site (Konya) 2012
Bursa and Cumalıkızık: Birth of the
Ottoman Empire (Bursa) 2014
Bergama Multilayer Cultural Landscape (İzmir) 2014
Diyarbakır Castle and Hevsel Gardens Cultural
Landscape (Diyarbakır) 2015
Ephesus (İzmir) 2015
Archaeological Site of Ani (Kars) 2016
Aphrodisias (Aydın) 2017
Göbekli Tepe (Şanlıurfa) 2018

UNESCO INTANGIBLE CULTURAL HERITAGE LIST
Arts of the Meddah, Public Storytellers (2008)
Mevlevi Sema Ceremony (2008)
Âşıklık (Minstrelsy) Tradition (2009)
Nevruz (Multinational 2009)
Karagöz (2009)
Traditional Sohbet Meetings (2010)
Kırkpınar Oil Wrestling Festival (2010)
Semah, Alevi-Bektaşi Ritual 2010)
Ceremonial Keşkek Tradition (2011)
Mesir Macunu Festival (2012)
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Turkish Coffee Culture and Tradition (2013)
Ebru: Turkish Art of Marbling (2014)
Traditional Craftsmanship of Çini-Making (2016)
Flatbread Making and Sharing Culture: Lavash,
Katyrma, Jupka, Yufka (Multinational 2016)
Spring Celebration: Hıdrellez (Multinational 2017)
Whistled Language (2017) (UNESCO List of Intangible
Cultural Heritages Requiring Urgent Protection)
Heritage of Dede Qorqud/ Korkyt Ata/ Dede Korkut,
epic culture, folk tales and music (Multinational 2018)

DON’T LEAVE
WITHOUT SEEING!

A Phenomenon:

Göbeklitepe
Afife Selen Selçuk
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Let’s check what we have learned about history back
in the secondary school. Do you remember this piece
of information: “The neolithic age is divided into a
Neolithic Age without Pottery and Neolithic Age
with Pottery.” It actually means: The human beings
discovered making pottery in the middle of the neolithic age. There is a pre-requisite for making pottery.
You need a stove. One can only have a stone when
he is settled, not when he is a hunter and gatherer.
Hence the word “ocak” both means a stove or a house
in Turkish. In other words, the human has settled
sometime during the neolithic age. That is what is
meant with the pottery in that tongue twister like definition. What interests us here is the Neolithic Age
without Pottery, i.e. the period when the people did
not know how to make pottery and had not settled
yet. However, this does not mean that there exists no
culture. The experts agree that the people who have
founded Göbeklitepe had not lived there but come
from different areas of settlement in other regions
and used Göbeklitepe as a meeting and trade (exchange) point. Working at Göbeklitepe since 2006,
archaeologist Jens Notroff from the German Institute
of Archaeology says: “According to the excavations
and researches ongoing for around 20 years, we see
Göbeklitepe as a kind of meeting point. It is a kind
of meeting point for various groups of hunters. Based
on the similarities between the decorative elements
of stone artifacts, disks and similar tools found in the
region, we can talk about a collecting/hunting basin
of around 200 km. This must be a regular meeting
and barter point in the region.” According to Assoc.
Prof. Dr. Serap Özdel from Ege University: “The
analysis of the archaeological finds in Çayönü, Hallan
Çemi, Nevali Çori and Göbeklitepe reveals that the
main element that shapes the social structure in the
Neolithic Age without Pottery is the existence of a
strict and complex belief system. The cult centers and
structures, the social structure of privileged groups
and the “temple economy” shared by these centers
and clergy have played a role in the formation of this
system.” Taking into consideration that Göbeklitepe
was constructed only for cultic purposes in the light
of the new data obtained, it will not be correct to say
that Göbeklitepe was an independent place which
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“I THINK THAT
GOBEKLITEPE CULTURE
HAS DEVELOPED IN
ANOTHER REGION AND
THEN MOVED HERE.
WHERE IT HAS COME FROM
IS ANOTHER QUESTION.”
Prof. Dr. Mehmet Özdoğan

has not developed a culture or a social life system,
in other words, is the work of primitive humans.
Özdöl defines this structure as “a society which has
not been organized yet even if it is managed by a
clergy”. Being among the names in the center of
discussions about Göbeklitepe and known for his
fight against information pollution in this field,
Prof. Dr. Mehmet Özdoğan does not consider Göbeklitepe as an independent formation. He defines
Göbeklitepe as “an area of settlement” connected to
other settlement areas in the same geography from
every aspects and that the people in Göbeklitepe
have their own cultures: “Göbeklitepe is one of
the settlement areas of the culture that has settled
thanks to the very positive climate conditions in
the South Eastern Anatolia, Northern Syria and
Northern Iraq after the Late Glacial Period. Unlike
what is discussed in the social media recently, it is
not one of the places not mentioned in the Holy
Books or the remains left by unexplainable powers
or aliens. Göbeklitepe is the part of a cultural order where foundations of today’s civilization have
been laid and a new order has been established and

represents one of the important breaking
points of the history of civilization, which
may be the most important of all. Today, we
know the formation known as ‘Göbeklitepe
Culture’ in many details from architecture
to nutrition, from technology to the social
order; it is not a mere culture found at 31
excavation areas in the Southeastern Anatolia, Northern Syria and Iraq and temples
and indicators of belief. Through a progression, shelters have turned into structures,
structures into houses, and firsts such as title,
heritage, family order, added product, clergy,
layered social structure, the competition of
elites and distinguished artists have emerged
and institutionalized. Göbeklitepe culture
is of great importance as it represents the
most unique contribution that Anatolia has
made to the history of civilization and limiting it only to temples displayed in the
archaeological site will be unfair to such a
great culture.”

2019 | THE VOICE OF TRAVEL 79

In The Shade Of

The Olıve Tree A Book,

A Cup Of Coffee, And Peace...

An oasis made of books, coffee and peace in
the shadow of ancient olive trees: ZAİ Bodrum...
We talked about Zai, ‘a place where one can
live among books, can listen to classical music
and read a book leaning against a tree’ with
Derya Büyükkuşoğlu, the conceiver and creator
of this venue that has been attracting more
and more interest since it was opened, and the
changing Bodrum.
Do not forget to add Zai to your list of places
you must visit when you go to Bodrum, and
to take a sip of your coffee for us too in that
beautiful garden...
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You designed Zai Bodrum being inspired by the ‘Library
as a Third Place’ concept. What does the concept
‘library’ mean to you and what is the place occupied
by ‘library as a venue’ in the age of digitization?
Zai’s starting point was the dream of “living among
books” rather than a library. We opened Zai, dreaming
of a place where we would live among books, listen to
music and read a book leaning against a tree. Considering
that many people spend most of their time at home or
their workplace, our dream was to create a place where
they would spend their remaining time in the comfort
of their homes. Thinking about “library as a venue”, we
could say that we are, of course, living through times
when everything just flows away, and technological
development surprises us every day. We can access any
information with a mere click. As with everything else,
we think that this concept of digitization has had an
important impact on libraries, too. So, we wanted to
create a place that was different from the libraries with
which we are accustomed.
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Could you tell us a little about life in Zai; what
awaits us when we go there? We know that you
organize various activities in addition to the peace
we long for in a library; what have you done until
now?

Rather than a venue where books are read, we can
consider Zai as a living place that is intertwined
with literature, where you can also see paintings and
sculptures by famous artists. This is a place where
our visitors may find peace in nature, where they can
read the books they choose to the accompaniment of
tasty coffees, and pass at least a few hours away from
the chaos. At our library, we created a system by
which the readers have easy access to any book they
like, and can purchase the books they choose. We
keep our library up-to-date with newly published
books and we also turn reading into active practice
and organize different events. Our objective is to
offer a reading experience that goes beyond classic
libraries. Looking at the favorable comments we
have received to date, we see that we are on the
right path.
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When describing Zai as a next-generation library, of
course, we are not only talking about its architecture
or the café it contains. Our primary goal is to share
the reading experience. With the activities we
initiated at Zai under the name “Conversation in
the Library”, we organized conversations and book
signings that brought readers and authors together.
Until today, we welcomed many authors including
Nermin Yıldırım, Yekta Kopan, Ayşe Kulin and
İnci Aral. We organized writing workshops for
those who were interested in writing in addition
to being interested in literature as a reader. At these
writing workshops, the first of which we conducted
with Murat Gürsoy, the participants found the
opportunity to consider the creation and writing
process in its different aspects. Another event has
been the reading events, which allowed readers to
discover the book as a listener. We shared literature
as a given voice by virtuosos such as Tilbe Saran
and Ali Poyrazoğlu. In addition to the events we
organize, we also have a reading group in which
we read a book of different authors every month
and discuss it.

You were received with great interest
since the day you were opened; were you
expecting this? What do you think this tells
us about Turkey’s cultural climate?
Zai became known and heard of faster than
we expected. Looking at Turkey in general
and examining our reading habits, we can say
that Bodrum has a population with a highly
intellectual level. The first place which was
enjoyed by Muğla in a recent research study
conducted across Turkey to identify the “first
ten cities with the greatest number of readers”
shows us that what we did was right.
Why Bodrum?
Bodrum is somewhere we want to live, to take
root. When we started to live in Bodrum,
we noticed that there was a shortcoming in
venues that would meet book enthusiasts’
expectations.
Since Halikarnas Balıkçısı, Bodrum always
found life as a ‘bohemian’ habitat under
the Aegean sun, but this scene is gradually
changing. What do you think of today’s
Bodrum, in which direction do you think
Bodrum is going?
Change is inevitable for everything and
everywhere. Of course, at different times,
different identities came to the fore in
Bodrum. We, as those who live in Bodrum
and breathe its air, do not see it as an address
for summer holidays, a stop for periodical
escapes, a place for a break. Bodrum is
becoming more and more crowded; it is
now a place that is alive throughout the year.
We wanted to create a living space for those
who came to Bodrum for individual life but
could not find that space. Of course, while
our priority is those who spend winter in
Bodrum, we also became an address for those
seeking a holiday based on experience.
A concept referred to as ‘meta luxury’ is
developing in the world; when we look
at ‘luxury brands beyond luxury’, we
see that they are knit with the concepts
of timelessness, knowledge, vision and
mastery-success’. Just like ancient olive

trees... When we look at Bodrum in
this context, what role do you think art
and cultural activities can play in the
development of the concept of ‘luxury
destination’, what can be done?
Natural beauty and hotels offering a holiday
beyond dreams have been considered
the priority items of luxury destinations
up to now. However, we are aware of the
importance of culture and having new
experiences in the passion for travel. People
travel not only to rest, but also to feed their
souls. While discovering new places, they
also want to have different experiences. Since
literature and art are integral parts of life,
these factors start playing an important role
in the choice of destinations. Bodrum is now
a place that hosts international festivals, and
where culture and art events are organized
both in summer and winter. Through the
events we organize, we want to do our share,
and provide the inhabitants of Bodrum have
access to culture and arts activities, to which
people living in metropolises have easier
access.
Where does this dream that began in the
shadow of an olive tree take the dreamers,
what are your next projects?
Zai was born of a dream and is now feeding
on other dreams. In June 2019 we opened Zai
Life. Zai Life hosts conversations and book
signings with master writers of the world
of literature, as well as concerts, culinary
workshops, and film screenings. With the
“Cabaret in the Garden” concept we created,
we brought various shows and plays to the
inhabitants of Bodrum during the summer.
We will continue our activities in winter, too.
Our journey that started with the library
continues with a living space that addresses
all of the senses with Zai Life. We also have
a Zai Magazine project we plan for the near
future. We want to reach beyond Bodrum
with this magazine that we describe as an
archive of writers. We believe that dreams,
just like the olive trees in our garden, are
eternal. Therefore, we continue to think about
what we can do better every day.
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Turgay Tuna
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The neighborhoods extending on the southern shores
of the Golden Horn from Cibali to Ayvansaray are
undoubtedly one of the most amazing places in
Istanbul, a city which has a myriad of attractions
for visitors. The old city walls, church walls, fountain
inscriptions and many other old buildings embody
traces of the past dating back to the Byzantium
and Ottoman eras and attract the travelers and the
history lovers... Just enter from Cibali and start from
the front of the old tobacco plant serving as Has
University, now you are lost in the streets of Golden
Horn…
Istanbul is among the most cosmopolitan cities in
the world but these streets have always been the
most cosmopolitan streets of Istanbul. These streets
have been the home of the Lazi, Gypsies, Rums,
Jews, Armenians, Kurds, Circassians, Syrians... Being
the preference of the immigrants in the past and
today, these neighborhoods are adorned with old
wooden and stone houses which survive all these
years back to back and side to side even though
they now look ragged and shabby. Built mostly by
Rum and Armenian architects, the most beautiful
of these houses have hosted the distinguished Rum
families of the past and can be mostly found in
Fener where the Ecumenial Patriachate locates.
And the ‘Red School’, being the landmark of the
Golden Horn and called as a Disneyland castle by
Murat Belge, crowns them all... Following Cibali,
Aya Kapı and then Fener, now you arrive at Balat
which today still fights to preserve its historical
identity and has been one of the most prestigious
Jewish neighborhood of Istanbul’s door opening
to the East…
With its silhouette of colorful washing hanging
between houses, smell of burnt tires mingled with
smell of kebabs, and its abundant stray cat population, Balat streets are nice and fun but also sad and
mysterious. The walls of some old houses covered
with grass on the roofs seem to confine the voices
of Mişons, Avrams, aunt Eleni and sir Minasyan...
These streets attracted immigrants in the past but
also witnessed major emigrations. Like Hasköy on
the opposite shore of the Golden Horn, Balat, or
formerly known as Palatino, is the oldest Jewish
neighborhood of Istanbul and hosts some of the
oldest popular synagogues like Rum and Armenian

churches and the only Jewish hospital in İstanbul
- Or-Ahayim. Among the rich historical heritage
of Balat is Ahrida Synagogue dating back to 1427,
known as the church of the Sabbathaians, Kasturya
Church dating back to 1453 with only garden walls
and door left, Çana Synagogue known as the Chief
Rabbi Church in the past, Yanbol Synagouge built
by the Jewish migrating from Yambol, Bulgaria located at the entrance of Leblebiciler street known
as Çıfıt ( Jewish) bazaar since the Ottoman era and
Surp Hreşdagabet Armenian Church.
The fishmonger shops in the entrance of the bazaar
have now been replaced with grocery stores, hardware shop and antique shops. Only a few fishmonger
shops are left now. Among these shops one stands
out: Agora Tavern known as the oldest taverns of
Istanbul. Opened by a Rum named Barba Asteri in
1890, Agora Tavern becomes famous for the delicious wines from Bozcaada for years. It was closed
for some time and then re-opened but its old look
was long gone...

Yes, Fener is the heart and Balat is the lungs of the
Golden Horn...
They keep the old like a peddler at every corner
for thousands of years… They display a mysterious
and nice but also a sad history with their pickle
shops, tripe shops, dessert shops, historical bakeries,
churches, mosques, dervish lodges, old houses with
walls adorned with the stars of David.
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CONTRIBUTIONS OF
POPULAR CULTURE
TO CULTURAL TOURISM
Faruk Pekin
When we talk about culture, we
not only talk about concrete
cultural heritage such as museums,
galleries, stage and performing arts
and archaeological sites but also
the abstract cultural heritage, in
other words the lifestyle. Second
of all, the culture does not only
comprise the cities but also the
countryside and villages.
The cultural tourism has two sides:
1. Cultural heritage (everything that
belongs to the past)
2. Living culture (a. customs,
traditions, folklore, religious
belief, cuisine, i.e. the lifestyle, b.
Modern culture products, stage
and performing arts, all outputs
of creative culture industries...).
We can define tourism as follows
with an approach from the cultural
travels practice:
The cultural tourism is a type of
tourism which puts the natural and
historical cultural assets, cultural
events and modern art works, the
outputs of cultural industries and
some socio-economic phenomena
at the service of travelers as a
touristic product. It covers not only
the history but also today.
When the printed or verbal media,
television channels, movies, TV
series, novels, musical works....
cover a country, a city, a natural
beauty, a shop... they immediately
become famous and a center of
interest.
Channels like “National Geographic,”
“History Channel”, “Discovery
Channel” and “Home” have long
been whetting the appetite for
seeing the subject locations in
their movies. Today some popular
publications and TV series create
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incredible results in terms of
tourism. For instance, Da Vinci’s
Code and Angels and Demons
by Dan Brown, translated into
around 50 languages and printed
in 100 million copies, increased in
bookings for Paris, Rome, London,
and Edinburgh. The “Da Vinci’s
Code Tours” have been organized.
Visited by a small number of people
before the publication of the book,
the Rosslyn Chapel near Edinburgh
now have a long queue of visitors.
Visited for free in the past, you now
have to buy a ticket of GBP 9 which
is around TL 63 to see the chapel.
The ticket for Topkapı Palace, a
large but one-of-its-kind palace,
is only TL 72.
The Lost Symbol also by Dan Brown
covers the following locations: “The
Capitol Hill Congress Building,
Washington Monument, Congress
Building, Washington National
Cathedral, Smithsonian Institution
Sculptures Hall, National Art Gallery,
Washington Masonic Monument,
Temple Masonic House”. It is like a “
Washington Cultural Walking Tour.”
It is rumored that an additional
4 million tourists have visited
Washington only because of this
book.
“Bloomsday Walking Tours” are
organized in Dublin, the capital of
Ireland, based on Ulysses by James
Joyce. The TV series “Love Boat”
broadcasted across the world
from 1977 to 1986 have revived
the cruise tourism. The “Lord of
the Rings” movies have been a
major interest booster for the
New Zealand. Having witnessed
a massacre in December 2008,
Mumbai have seen tourist flows
after the “Slumdog Millionaire”
movie. The tourists have even
asked for “slums” tours.

LOVE IN HOT YELLOW LANDS:

Once Upon A Time in

Çukurova
Burak Çeliksoy
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Successful actress of the TV
series, Hilal Altınbilek stars as
“Züleyha”. The young actress
tells her thoughts about the
interest shown to the TV series
in the world:
“Bir Zamanlar Çukurova is liked
and followed in many countries
around the world. It is an
interesting feeling to be known
as my character Züleyha in
different cultures and different
geographies. I feel great for
being a guest to the houses
and worlds of the people in
various countries of the world
and receiving messages about
how they like my character via
social media. It is very exciting
that the job I do is not limited
only to my country and it is also
very exciting to be a part of the
globalizing system.
I also take pride in contributing
to the promotion of our
country.”

ukurova back in the 1970s... A magnificent
mansion, a hot yellow climate, fields extending
into the horizon as far as the eye can see, a
passionate love...
Starring successful actors and actresses like
Hilal Altınbilek, Uğur Güneş, Murat Ünalmış,
Kerem Alışık and Vahide Perçim, “Bir Zamanlar
Çukurova” (Once Upon A Time in Çukurova) is
a popular TV series thanks to the performance
of the actors and actresses and its story. It has been announced that
series have been sold to 18 countries during a fair also attended by
some other Turkish TV shows.
‘Bir Zamanlar Çukurova’ tells a story dating back to the 1970s. The
main story of the series includes Yılmaz who has murdered someone
for his love and Züleyha who has got married without willingly
just to allow the man she loves to survive. But this story is not only
about two lovers. It also tells the story of Hünkar who struggles to
maintain the spectacular history of his family and her only son and
also Demir who has put the woman he loves under captivation...
The story of a love that is tested with ambition and violence is
relayed to the audience with a successful cast at Çukurova, a land
that has witnessed feuds of the past, a land that cannot be shared,
struggling with fights, deaths and hope.
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Starring as Ali Rahmet Fekeli in the TV series, Kerem
Alışık, a popular actor in Turkey, says that they are
happy with the interest shown to the TV series
from abroad. He makes the following remarks for
the question “How do you feel about meeting the
audience in different geographies? How does it make
you feel?”
“Listening to the voices of birds together, getting wet
under the same rain and watching a movie hand to
hand all indicate a great love. I have always been a
man of the past and still live like that. Like Ali Rahmet
Fekeli, I live with my loneliness. It always stays by
me... Now as I share my loneliness with a different
audience in different geographies, I feel less lonely and
happier. I can feel birds flying in me. I do my best to
read all the messages sent on social media platforms. I
receive messages from the foreign audience watching
“Bir Zamanlar Çukurova” in their own countries. It is
clear that they have a very different culture but it is
also clear that they liked Çukurova back in the 70s,
spared time and watched it and sent messages with
the hope of contacting me… I believe those people we
are depicting can tell their love better with their acts,
self-sacrifice and care. Love is our means of agreement
and meeting with the people. We always feel it inside
of us and try to make the others feel it as well. We
are fed by the love we receive. I invite all our foreign
audiences to come and see and experience this region
which deserves to be visited.

Uğur Güneş starring as
“Yılmaz Akkaya” in the TV
series makes the following
comments:
“I feel proud that our
project meets the audience
in different countries and
different cultures. It is widely
watched abroad also gives us
the chance to promote our
country.
I would feel happy if we
create a positive impression
making other people come
and see our country after
watching our TV series...”
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Turkey’s new gates open to the world from the sea and the air

ISTANBUL AIRPORT AND GALATAPORT ISTANBUL
The Istanbul Airport, which is one of the greatest
investments of the history of the Republic, and Galataport,
which will start operations in 2020, are described as two new
gates that will open Turkey to the world.

In 2019, Turkey completed the giant projects of the history of
maritime and air transport. The Istanbul Airport, the first phase
of which was opened by President Recep Tayyip Erdoğan on 29
October, and which currently has an annual capacity of 90 million
passengers, and the Galataport project that will open the Karaköy
shoreline to sea transport, will help Istanbul become the world’s
new hub. These historical investments that will open Turkey to
the world will also lend the tourism sector a new breath.
37 MILLION PASSENGERS TRAVELLED
One of Turkey’s largest projects at a global scale in air transport,
which has undertaken the mission of becoming a point of attraction not only for Istanbul or the nation but also for the region
and the world, the Istanbul Airport started operations in April
2019. A total of approximately 37 million passengers traveled
using domestic and international lines at the Istanbul Airport
since 6 April 2019, when it was opened. Also, approximately
224000 flights took place. Currently, every day around 1,300
landings and takeoffs are taking place.
200 MILLION PASSENGERS
When all of its phases are completed, the Istanbul Airport will
offer flights to over 300 destinations with an annual passenger
capacity of 200 million. Also, due to Turkey’s strategic location
between the East and the West, there are 60 countries and 130
destinations at a 3-hour flight from Istanbul Airport, and 1
billion 500 thousand passengers will be able to reach anywhere
in the world from these countries. With over 300 destinations,
250 of which will be international lines, the Istanbul Airport
will be one of the largest “hubs” in the world.
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GALATAPORT OPENING IN 2020
The countdown has begun for the Galata Istanbul
project, which is brought to life jointly by Doğuş
Group and Bilgili Holding. The symbol project,
which will touch all areas of life from tourism to
culture and art, to gastronomy and shopping,
will open its gates during the second quarter
of 2020. As one of the world’s largest shoreline
projects, Galataport Istanbul will become a
brand new destination.
Galataport Istanbul, a world project that will
allow access to the 1.2 km-long Karaköy shoreline
after 200 years will host 7 million foreign tourists
and 25 million visitors every year. With the 2
museums and 14000 square meters of recreation
area located on its grounds, Galataport Istanbul
will become a brand new center also for culture
and art life.
CRUISER PORT
A cruiser port, where the passengers will
be met underground for the first time in the
world, where the custom and non-custom areas
can be variably separated, and which will host
1.5 million visitors annually, including crews,
is being under construction. Positioned as a
‘main port’, Galataport Istanbul will bring life
to cruiser tourism on a large geography from the
Mediterranean basin to the Black Sea. It will host
25 million people annually, 7 million of this figure
being foreign tourists. As a result, Istanbul’s
new and modern face will come together over
a matchless image without severing its ties with
the past.

The New Route of

TOURISM
TÜRSAB Route Tour Package Pazaryeri

Clear, safe and
affordable tour
package
opportunity

Package Tours of four
thousand agencies
are one click away

Safe Package
Tour Assurance

All sorts of
tourism meet
in one platform

Online
B2B Tourism
Platform
We introduce our members and travelers to
a new business model under surety of TÜRSAB
TÜRSAB, the most established institution of tourism
signs a mighty digital project which will benefit
its members greatly and brings “TÜRSAB Route Tour
Package Pazaryeri” project to life.
TÜRSAB’s project, “TÜRSAB Route” will bring the
industry a breath of fresh air.
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www.travelturkeyexpo.com

13. ULUSLARARASI TURİZM FUAR VE KONGRESİ
13 th INTERNATIONAL TOURISM FAIR AND CONGRESS

5-7 Aralık
December 2019

HİMAYELERİNDE
UNDER PATRONAGE OF

DESTEKLEYENLER
SUPPORTERS
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YILIN TEMASI
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