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Our TÜRSAB Mobile Application is online! It has been applied as a part of our Association’s Digital 
Transformation and will enable you to access our TÜRSAB services in the easiest and fastest way. 

You may easily access many of our services for our members and consumers, such as TÜRSAB 
Online, TÜRSAB KART, license plate inquiry, plate status notification, Digital Verification System,

QR Code Verification, and member agency inquiry, via your mobile devices, and practically perform 
your transactions.

You can download our TÜRSAB Mobile Application, which will provide benefits to our members and 
users, to your mobile devices free of charge via the links below. 

Click to download the application for free.

WITH TÜRSAB 
MOBILE 

APPLICATION, 
ALL YOUR 

TRANSACTIONS 
ARE AT YOUR 

FINGERTIPS 

TÜRSAB AGENCY SOFTWARE
The “TÜRSAB Agency Software” continues to be used to enable our travel agencies to easily carry out their 
business, maintain customer inventories, and quickly organize tour programs. Our agencies can now easily 

access the reservation, reporting, and customer information program via the internet through mobile devices and 
computers, free of charge.

The TÜRSAB Agency Software can be used by obtaining an agency code through TÜRSAB Online from the 
website www.tursabyazilim.org. 

For more detailed information, please visit: https://www.tursab.org.tr/.../uyelerimiz-50-yilimiza-ozel 

THE WORLD FULL OF ADVANTAGES OF TÜRSAB CARD 
IS WAITING FOR YOU!

You are invited to the advantageous world of TÜRSAB CARD, with increasing opportunities every day, ranging 
from fuel to clothing, food and beverage to vehicle services, white goods to foreign language courses. You can 

visit our website to take advantage of the privileges of TÜRSAB CARD, apply for TÜRSAB CARD, and get detailed 
information about discounts. After your application, you can start using your virtual card immediately without 

waiting for your physical card to be delivered.

For detailed information on campaign terms and free TÜRSAB CARD application,
please visit www.tursab.org.tr/tursab-card.
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ANNOUNCEMENT ON “CONNECT ON TOUR” EVENT
On October 31, 2024 between 09.45 - 15.00 at Swiss Hotel Bosphorus, in cooperation with the 

Thessaloniki Convention Bureau and TÜRSAB, a destination promotion event called “Connect on 
Tour” will take place to introduce Thessaloniki, Halkidiki and Central Macedonia to international 

markets. 

The event will include destination presentations, B2B meetings between Greek and Turkish 
companies and a networking lunch.

The event is free of charge. Agencies wishing to participate can register via the link below;
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd56idsS5lVHP0j6OhWzKEdkbsGAYJMMbGKEGjYSxc9

Br6tNw/viewform

ANNOUNCEMENT ON “INFLATION ACCOUNTING APPLICATION” 
EVALUATION REQUEST SUBMITTED BY OUR ASSOCIATION TO 

THE T.R. MINISTRY OF TREASURY AND FINANCE
As it is known, the “inflation accounting application” entered into force as of 31.12.2023. Our 

members have subjected their financial statements to inflation adjustment as of 31.12.2023 and 
submitted the inflation-adjusted version to the tax authorities as an 

annex to their 2023 tax returns.
Therefore, the actual application of inflation accounting adjustment starts in 2024. However, the 
Revenue Administration postponed the application of inflation accounting in the first provisional 
tax period of 2024 and decided that the first application will start with the corporate tax return 

on 31.12.2024. At the point reached today, when inflation accounting adjustment is applied in the 
financial statements dated December 31, 2024;

- In our members with a strong asset structure but weak capital structure (invested with loans in 
the past), as a result of inflation adjustment, inflation adjustment profits arise, and tax payment is 

in question on these profits, which are not actually obtained (profits arising from the increase in the 
value of assets in assets but not realized), which are fictitious,

- On the contrary, it has been observed that our members with a strong capital structure, but who 
do not invest in fixed assets or who make such investments with their own resources, have incurred 

fictitious inflation accounting correction losses and deteriorated their financial statements, in 
addition to the profits they obtained at the end of 2024, and this deterioration has caused a loss of 

reputation both in the eyes of financial institutions and the sector.
Therefore, fictitiously calculated profits and/or losses distort the financial statements of all our 
members; they negatively affect the cash flow of our members who have to pay taxes on the 
fictitious profits arising from inflation adjustment and this situation causes unfair competition 

among our members. 
Stating that the tourism sector is one of the most important sectors in the fight against inflation 

due to the activities of our members, foreign currency inflow and employment, our Association has 
made a written request to the Republic of Turkey Ministry of Treasury and Finance to evaluate 
the issue once again so that our members’ activities are not adversely affected by the inflation 

adjustment application, they can survive and not suffer irreparable losses.

ANNOUNCEMENT ON ANTALYA TOURISM FAIR
Antalya Tourism Fair opens its doors to visitors between October 23-25, 2024 .

As TÜRSAB, we will take our place at booth F017 at the fair, which we are among the corporate 
supporters. All members of TÜRSAB will be able to use TÜRSAB’s 63 m2 booth area free of charge 

for meetings and business meetings.

ANNOUNCEMENT ON THE CLOSURE OF THE GARDEN AND RIHTIM 
SECTIONS OF BEYLERBEYI PALACE FOR THE WINTER SEASON

In the information conveyed by the Department of Museology and Promotion of the Presidency of 
the Republic of Turkey National Palaces Administration to our Association; It has been reported 

that the Garden and Rıhtım Section of Beylerbeyi Palace, which is within the body of the National 
Palaces Administration, will be closed as of Monday, October 21 due to the winter season.

ANNOUNCEMENT ON THE ROADS TO BE CLOSED ON SUNDAY, 
NOVEMBER 3, 2024 DUE TO ISTANBUL MARATHON

According to the letter sent to our Association by the Governorship of Istanbul, some roads will be 
closed to traffic due to the “Istanbul Marathon” event to be held on Sunday, November 3, 2024.

We strongly announce that our travel agencies that will use these routes should prefer alternative 
routes for their tours.

Routes to be closed to traffic:
⏰ 03:00 - 14:00

- July 15 Martyrs Bridge (Both directions)
⏰ 06:00 - 15:30

- Eurasia Tunnel (Both directions)
⏰ 06:00 - 13:30

- Dolmabahçe Square and Beşiktaş surroundings
Other Road Closures:

- Barbaros Boulevard and Beşiktaş Coastal Road
- Galata Bridge, Sirkeci, Kennedy Street (Coastal Road)

83RD SKAL WORLD CONGRESS STARTED IN IZMIR
The 83rd Skal World Congress, which brings together the important decision makers of world 

tourism, started in Izmir on October 16, 2024.
The opening ceremony of the Congress was held at Ahmet Adnan Saygun Art Center. 

In addition to our Board Members Mehmet Akyıl, Engin Ceylan, Ali Yaramışlı, Chief Advisors to 
the President Soner Bacaksız and Uğur Hasbahçeli, approximately 350 executives from local 

and regional administrations and tourism industry leaders attended the ceremony. In addition to 
TÜRSAB Vice President Hasan Eker, the opening speeches of the event were delivered by Seyhan 

Müşerref Kulalı, Head of Izmir Metropolitan Municipality Tourism Commission, Jaime Mayaki, 
United Nations Tourism Technical Cooperation Director and Annette Cardenas, President of Skal 

International.
The congress will end on October 21 and within the program, participants will have the opportunity 
to visit the historical and touristic places of Izmir and participate in various panels. TÜRSAB, one 

of the congress sponsors, will host its guests at its stand in the foyer area of Swissotel Büyük 
Efes on October 18-19.

İZFAŞ DELEGATION VISITED OUR CENTRAL OFFICE AND MET 
WITH OUR PRESIDENT OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS FİRUZ 

BAĞLIKAYA
İZFAŞ General Manager Canan Karaosmanoğlu and the accompanying İZFAŞ delegation visited 

TÜRSAB Central Office and met with our President Firuz Bağlıkaya.
During the meeting, the preparations for the 18th International Tourism Trade Fair and Congress 
(TTI Izmir) , which will be held between 5-7 December this year, were discussed and information 

about the work carried out was shared.
We would like to thank the İZFAŞ delegation for their kind visit.

OUR PRESIDENT OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS FİRUZ 
BAĞLIKAYA MET WITH TRAVEL AGENCY REPRESENTATIVES 

AT AN EVENT ORGANIZED BY ISTANBUL FATİH REGIONAL 
REPRESANTATION BOARD (RRB)

Our President Firuz Bağlıkaya came together with travel agency representatives operating in the 
region at the breakfast organization organized by our Istanbul Fatih Regional Representation 
Board. In the organization held with the participation of our Board Member Yıldırım Taş, Fatih 
Regional Representative Board Chairman Gürkan Özcan, Fatih RRB Board Members and our 

accompanying TÜRSAB committee, the problems and solution proposals of our travel agencies in 
the region were discussed.

“ISTANBUL EUROPE REGIONAL REPRESENTATION BOARD 
TRAVEL AGENCIES MEETING” WAS HELD

Our President Firuz Bağlıkaya and our accompanying TÜRSAB Committee came together with our 
travel agency representatives operating in the Istanbul Europe Region at the “Istanbul Europe 

Regional Representation Board Travel Agencies Meeting” on Wednesday, October 16, 2024 at the 
breakfast organization.

In the organization, the problems and solution suggestions of our travel agencies in the region 
were discussed.

“AGENCY CONSULTATION MEETING WITH IDATA OFFICIALS”
WAS HELD AT OUR CENTRAL OFFICE

“Agency Consultation Meeting with iData Officials” was held on Tuesday , October 15, 2024 at our 
Central Office. Our Board Member Engin Ceylan, Board Member Esra Başeskioğlu, iData Assistant 

General Manager Yasin Doruk and iData Audit and Quality Director Meral Akgün attended the 
meeting where the problems experienced in visa applications and solutions were discussed.
At the meeting, our agencies had the opportunity to ask questions about visa problems to 

iData officials and get direct answers. As TÜRSAB, we will continue to produce solutions for visa 
problems experienced between countries, especially the Schengen Visa.

“END OF SEASON EVALUATION PROGRAM” ORGANIZED BY 
TÜRSAB EAST BLACK SEA REGIONAL REPRESENTATION BOARD 

(RRB) TOOK PLACE
The “End of Season Evaluation Program” organized by our TÜRSAB Eastern Black Sea RRB took 

place on Monday, October 14, 2024.
The meeting, which was held with the participation of TÜRSAB Vice President Davut Günaydın, 

Board Member Mehmet Akyıl, Eastern Black Sea RRB President Hasan Volkan Kantarcı and 
the accompanying TÜRSAB delegation, was completed efficiently with the consultation of the 
problems experienced by travel agencies in the region and the question and answer activity.

HIGHWAY, TRANSPORTATION, TRANSPORT AND VEHICLE 
LEASING SPECIALIZATION PRESIDENCY MEETING WAS HELD 

WITH IBB TRANSPORTATION DEPARTMENT HEAD BARIŞ YILDIRIM 
AND THE ACCOMPANYING DELEGATION

The meeting of the Highway, Transportation, Transport and Vehicle Leasing Specialization 
Presidency with Barış Yıldırım, Head of Istanbul Metropolitan Municipality Transportation 

Department and the accompanying delegation was held at TÜRSAB Central Office.
At the meeting, our TÜRSAB committee consisting of Kerem Serkan Çoban, Member of the Board 
of Directors, Cem Türkkan, President of Highway, Transportation, Transport and Vehicle Leasing 
Specialization and Vice Presidents of the Specialization came together with the IBB delegation 
consisting of Barış Yıldırım, Head of IBB Transportation Department, Osman Kılıçaslan, IBB Public 
Transportation Services Branch Manager and Cihan Karakaşlıoğlu, Deputy Director of IBB Public 

Transportation Services Branch, and travel agency representatives.
The topics discussed at the meeting were ISPARK Discount for Vehicles with IBB Tourism Road 

Certificates, increasing the criteria for issuing certificates for rental vehicles, the status of electric 
vehicles, cooperation between TÜRSAB Academy and IETT Academy, increasing the entry times 

for large vehicles in Fatih region and lowering the age limit in tourism.

MONTHLY MEETING OF TÜRSAB MICE TOURISM SPECIALIZATION 
PRESIDENCY WAS HELD

The monthly meeting of the MICE Tourism Specialization Presidency was held hybrid on October 
16, 2024 at TÜRSAB Central Office with the participation of TÜRSAB Vice President Hasan Eker, 
Board Member Engin Ceylan, MICE Tourism Specialization President Gurkan Akün, MICE Tourism 

Specialization members and TÜRSAB Specialization Presidency staff.
At the meeting, the sponsorship packages of the MICE Symposium to be held in December and 
the content of the symposium were discussed. Ideas were exchanged about the promotional 

trips (Fam Trips) to be organized for MICE agencies and the MICE meetings planned to be held in 
various provinces of Turkey. The meeting ended with the questions, suggestions and evaluations 

of our members. 

GEÇEN HAFTA

GREECE DESTINATION PROMOTION 
EVENT
“Greece Alexandroupolis, Central Greece, 
Western Macedonia, Eastern Macedonia and 
Trakya Destination Promotion and B2B Meeting 
Event” was held on Wednesday, October 2, 
hosted by TÜRSAB Association in cooperation 
with the Tourism Office of the Consulate General 
of Greece in Istanbul.
Click here to watch the recording of the event.

NATURE AND ADVENTURE 
TOURISM - INTRODUCTION
Continuing to introduce Turkey’s unique tourism 
destinations, TÜRSAB TV meets you this time 
in Antalya Geyikbayırı, which attracts attention 
with its magnificent nature.
This fascinating place stands out not only for 
its natural beauty, but also for being one of the 
most important rock climbing centers in the 
world. TÜRSAB Nature and Adventure Tourism 
Specialization President Mikayil Köroğlu and 
TÜRSAB Media and Press Director Serkan 
Tahmaz set out to experience this unique 
experience.
In Geyikbayırı, which has become one of the 
indispensable addresses of nature lovers with 
its challenging trails and magnificent views 
for mountaineers, a journey full of magnificent 
landscapes, high adrenaline moments and 
natural beauties awaits you.
“Nature and Adventure Tourism ” program is on 
TÜRSAB TV on Wednesday, October 23 at 14:00.

TÜRSAB HAS RESPONDED TO THE MINISTRY OF CULTURE AND 
TOURISM’S DECISION ON TÜRSAB VEHICLE LICENSE PLATES

T.R. MINISTRY OF CULTURE AND TOURISM
General Directorate of Investment and Enterprises

   In the audits carried out by the Governorships (Provincial Directorates of Culture and Tourism) 
for the package tour, tour and transfer services of travel agencies; the documents that must be 
kept in the travel agency official in package tour and tours and in the transfer staff in transfer 

vehicles and must be shown to the auditors are listed in Articles 40 and 41 of the Travel Agencies 
Regulation. The issue of “TÜRSAB Vehicle License Plate”, which is given by the Association of 

Turkish Travel Agencies (TÜRSAB) upon the request of travel agencies and kept in a way that can 
be seen from the outside at the front of the vehicle during audits, is also specified in both articles 

of the same regulation. In the Law No. 1618 on Travel Agencies and the Association of Travel 
Agencies and the Regulation on Travel Agencies and the Regulation on the Association of Travel 

Agencies enacted on the basis of this Law, there is no regulation requiring the renewal of the 
“TÜRSAB Vehicle License Plate” by the Association every year or at certain intervals and the use 
of renewed plates by travel agencies. In this context, it is reported that in the inspections to be 

carried out by the Governorships (Provincial Directorates of Culture and Tourism), if the “TÜRSAB 
Vehicle License Plate” issued by the Association is found, regardless of whether it is renewed 

during the control of the documents specified in Articles 40 and 41 of the Travel Agencies 
Regulation, the existing license plate will be accepted.

         
 It is felt necessary to clarify some of the issues in the article and to remind some information. 
The regulation regarding the document referred to as TÜRSAB Vehicle License Plate does not 

consist of Articles 40 and 41 of the Travel Agencies Regulation, it is a duty regulated in paragraph 
(r) of Article 5 of the Association of Travel Agencies Regulation titled Duties of the Association. 

Accordingly, it is stated as the duty of our Association to “issue the vehicle identification 
certificate showing which travel agency the vehicles used in travel agency activities belong to 
”. The application regarding the documents expressed as TÜRSAB Vehicle License Plate in the 

Travel Agencies Regulation and the vehicle identification certificate in the Association Regulation 
has become the basis of professional practice that has been continuing uninterruptedly since 
1994, and has been adopted and accepted as a basis by the supervisory authorities and staff. 

The most basic function of this document is to indicate that a vehicle in traffic is currently carrying 
out a tour or transfer, which is a travel agency activity. As it is known, owners and operators of 

vehicles engaged in touristic transportation activities are not obliged to be travel agencies, but 
the tour or transfer must be carried out on behalf of a travel agency. Travel agencies carry out tour 
and transfer activities with vehicles in accordance with the Transportation Legislation and based 

on the contract they will make with transporters. The TÜRSAB Vehicle License Plate is used on 
the windshield of the vehicle to indicate to the police and other officers who will carry out activity 
inspections which travel agency activity is currently in charge of that vehicle. It is important for an 
effective inspection to distinguish between travel agencies and non-travel agencies by focusing 
the inspection on vehicles without these license plates. The presence of the license plate shows 

that the activity belongs to the travel agency, but it also shows whether the travel agency is 
active, whether it has authorization for this activity, and enables the determination of the content 
of the activity through the electronic monitoring system operating in connection with this license 

plate. Therefore, the information contained in the license plate must be up-to-date.
          As it is known, the fact that travel agencies have left their license plates with transporters, 

that they were travel agencies in the past years but have ceased their activities, and the 
prevention of the use of travel agency license plates by unauthorized persons in tours and 

transfers are among the most important problems that are being struggled to solve today. UKOME 
decisions in metropolitan cities, road route certificates, U-ETDS system in intercity activities 

are important practices carried out by the public for inspections in this field. The renewal of the 
vehicle license plates of travel agencies every year is an important factor in preventing unlicensed 

activities with vehicle license plates scattered among transporters, as well as the software 
developed by our Association, even in urban transportation, just like the U-ETDS system, thanks 
to the activation of information about the activity carried out (starting and ending the activity), 

healthy inspections can be carried out regarding tours and transfers.

          TÜRSAB Vehicle License Plate is renewed every year and the information of the travel 
agency with this license plate is updated, and thanks to the electronic chip embedded in the 

license plate and invisible from the outside, all information subject to inspection can be accessed 
quickly and securely through the license plate. Determining the number of license plates that 

travel agencies should have depending on their capacity and meeting the license plate demand 
accordingly enables the use of another preventive inspection feature to prevent the illegal 

activity called “license plate renting”. In order to combat this situation, which is very widespread 
in the public opinion and increases undocumented activity, our Association is able to combat 
undocumented activity by issuing the number of license plates in accordance with the proven 
capacity of the travel agency each year. For this purpose, the officials within the Association 

spend a great deal of time.
          The TÜRSAB Vehicle Plate makes it clear that the information is up-to-date annually with its 
color changing every year, as well as enabling instant activity control with license plate activation 

in the electronic information system of our Association, and thanks to the chip it contains, it 
ensures that the inspection is carried out without disturbing the tourists during the activity.
          In the audits carried out through the TÜRSAB Vehicle License Plate, a total of 359,330 

vehicle activity audits were carried out in 2022, 2023 and 2024, 6730 undocumented activities 
were detected and legal action has been taken against them until today.

          It should not be forgotten that the TÜRSAB Vehicle License Plate does not belong to a 
vehicle or transporter, and if it is not issued by the above-mentioned method or does not carry 
the technical specifications, it will lose its feature of being a document that is always valid once 

it is received, showing the competence of the travel agency for tour and transfer activities. 
Today, the transformation of the TÜRSAB Vehicle License Plate, which is the only element that 

distinguishes the travel agency activity from taxi and other non-touristic transportation activities, 
into an element that is considered sufficient once received, without knowing and considering the 
technical features and functions, will make it impossible to control the tour and transfer activity.

        
  If the TÜRSAB Vehicle Plate, which has the features and functions described above, is defined 

with the license plate obtained in any way in any period, it is obvious that road inspections cannot 
be carried out on vehicles operating with more than ten thousand old TÜRSAB Vehicle Plates, 
which are currently in the past years and are owned by people who carry out transportation 
without a travel agency. As a result of the undocumented activities that will occur with the 

elimination of the most important control element in tourism, it is clear that not only the quality of 
service will decrease, but also the country’s tourism will be damaged, accidents will increase, and 
tax loss will occur with the increase in activities that are uninsured, uninvoiced, unprogrammed, 

unguided, against consumer rights.
TÜRSAB Audit Unit will be limited to the establishment and digital environments due to the fact 
that the audit staff and vehicle expenses, which constitute a major investment and expense for 
our Association, cannot be met and the most important audit basis will lose its function. In this 

case, we remind you that the responsibility for the chaos and undocumented activities will belong 
to your authority.

        
  We inform you that as of October 17, 2024, our Association’s inspections regarding tours and 
transfers have been terminated due to actual impossibility as of October 17, 2024, with your 

instruction to abandon the practice of renewing TÜRSAB Vehicle Plates every year, which has 
been continuing since 1994.

          If the procedures and measures to be taken by the Ministry to prevent and control the 
increase in undocumented activities due to the lack of supervision that will occur in line with your 

instruction are notified to our Association, the necessary announcement will be made to our 
members.

          We submit the subject for your information.
Firuz Bağlıkaya

President of TÜRSAB Board of Directors

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dbGWEB-1SW0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K5rstJ13lJs


